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A Charitable 


ADDRESS 


TAL. L 


I ho are of the Communion of the” 
Church of ROME. 


8 l E Deſign of this Addreſs 
O19 being only to put you up- 
on a ſerious and diligent 
—— Enquiry into the Truth. 
and Lawfulneſs of thoſe ſeveral Things 
which you profeſs and practiſe, and 
wherein other Chriſtians differ from 
[Ws to the Intent, that you may ful- 
ly ſatisfy your own Conſciences, either 
in retaining them, if, upon a full Exa- 


2 mination 


(4 
mination of them, you find them to 
be die or in rejecting them, in caſe 

they all maniteſtly appear to be 
wrong; I hope, that as many of you 
as ſhall meet with this Paper, will 
- - vouchſafe to read it with Attention 
and Patience; and that you will ear- 


neſtly beg of God to open the Eyes 


of your Underſtanding, that you may 
clearly diſcern all ſuch Things as are 


= agreeable to his holy Will, and ne- 


ceſſary to your own Salvation; And 


that no Prejudice or Prepoſſeſſion of 
your Minds may prevail upon you 


to keep you in Error. 

II. If you refuſe or neglect to en- 
quire into the Ground and Reaſon 
of the RELIGION which you have 
embraced, and the ſeveral Parts and 
Branches of it; Do not think, that it 
will excuſe you before God at the laſt 
Day, that your Parents or Friends 
brought you up in this Religion, 
which was profeſſed by your Fore- 
fathers; Or that your Spiritual Guides 
have thus taught you: For, a Few, a 
Turk, and a Heuthen, may in the fame 
Manner excuſe themſelves to all In- 
8 | ; tents 
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45) | 
tents and Purpoſes as well as you. 
God has given you rational Souls; 


and if you make uſe of your own Un- 
derſtanding, according to the beſt of 


your ſeveral Capacities to preſerve 
ourſelves, as well as you can, from 
thoſe Evils or Calamities which other- 


| wiſe might, for want of Care, befal 


you in this World; Is there not much 
more Reaſon, that you ſhould do the 
ſame where your precious Souls are at 
Stake? Look into your own Bible (if 


you ſuſpe& the Truth of ours) and 
there you will find St. Peter himſelf. 


giving you a Charge that you ſhould 
always be prepared to give Faticfac- 
tion to every one who aſketh you a 
Reaſon of the "= that is in you, 


I Pet. iii. 5. In like Manner St. Paul © 


directs you to prove Cor try] all things, 
and to hold faſt that which is good: 
I Theſſ. v. 21. And St. 7ohu, in as 
plain Words as may be, ſays unto 
you and to all Chriſtians, Beloved, 
believe not every Spirit, but try the 
2 whether they are of God: 

or that many falſe Prophets are gone 
out into the World. 1 John iv. 1. Naa. 


— 
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„ 
ny there are, and always have been, 
who, under Pretence of teaching the 


true Religion, have broached moſt 


pernicious and dangerous Errors: 
Theſe are the fal Prophets of which 
St. 7ohn here ſpeaks: Nor is it poſ- 
ſible for any Man to diſtinguiſh them 
from true Prophets, or Teachers, ex- 
cept he tries, examines, and ſearches 
into their Doctrine, that he may there- 
by find whether they are guided by 
the Spirit of God, or whether they are 
under a Spirit of Deluſion. It is not 
enough for a Man to ſay (as I have 
heard {ome of you) I am guided by 
8 Spiritual Paſtor; I believe as the 
Church believes, and if J am in Er- 
ror, the Church muſt anſwer for it; 
the Church is my Hoſtage and Secu- 
rity with God; with other ſuch Ex- 
preſſions, too common in the Mouths 
of many of you; who chuſe rather 
to take their whole Religion upon the 
Credit of their Prieſt, than to give 
themſelves a little Trouble in enqui- 
ring into the Truth of it. For every 
Man muſt anſwer for himſelf to God: 
Every Man ſhall bear his own Bur- 
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den: And therefore, let every Man 
prove his own Work, [his own Ac- 
tions, his own Worſhip, his own Re- 
ligion] and then ſhall he have Glory 
[or rejoycing] i himſelf alone, and 
not in another. Gal. vi. 4,5. God, 
who is infinitely good and gracious, 
requires nothing from us that is be- 
Cp our Ability to perform; But as 
ar as every Man 1s capable of learn- 
ing and underſtanding his Will, ſo far 
our own Reaſon as well as the holy 
Scripture, ſufficiently informs us, that 
it is our Duty diligently to enquire 
after 1t: He being our Supreme Lord, 
to whom we his. Creatures are in- 
debted for all that we are, and all that 
we have; and under whoſe abſolute 
Power and Dominion the whole Uni- 
yerſe with every thing therein for ever 
was, and 1s, and ſhall be. 
III. When a Few, a Tur, or a Pa- 
gan, or any Perſon who has been 
rought up in Infidelity, is converted 
to the true Faith; before he is received 
and made a Member of the Church of 
Chriſt, it has always and every where 
been the Practice, that, at the Time 
6401, A 4 of 


(5) 
of his Baptiſm, he ſhould ſolemnly 
make a Profeſſion of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and a Promiſe of Chriſtian O- 

WF bedience. The Way of doing this, 
has uſually been, and ſtill continues 
to be, by returning a proper Anſwer 
to certain Queſtions, which for that 
Purpoſe are appointed to be put to 
him: And when an Infant is brought 
by his Chriſtian Parents or Friends 
to be baptized, his Sureties (whom 
we commonly call Godfathers and 
Godmothers) do in his Name make 
the like Anſwers to the ſame Que- 
ſtions, as a Security to the Church, 
that the CHILD ſhall be brought up 
in the ſame Faith and Religion. If 
therefore you would know, what that 
Faith or Religion is into which you 
have all been baptized, and thereby 
made Members of Chriſt's holy 
Church, and Heirs of eternal Salva- 
tion; I deſire you would only read 
the Office of Baptiſm, as it is ſet down 
in the Ritual of your own Church, 
and there you will find what Anſwers 
you, or your Sureties in your Name, 
were required to make to the 15 
8 F ; ſtions 


| (9) 
ſtions then propoſed to you; which 
will fully inform you what that Faith 
or Religion is, which your own 
Church muſt allow to be ſufficient 
in order to eternal Salvation; becauſe 
ſhe requires no more from any Man 
in order to his being received as a true 
Member of the Chriſt ian Church, by 
the holy Sacrament of Baptiſm. And 
becauſe this Matter is a little more ful- 
ly expreſſed in the Order for baptizing 
Perſons who are of Age, than in that 
for the Baptiſm of Infants; I ſhall from 
thence faithfully tranſlate all thoſe 
ſame Queſtions and Anſwers, and then 
refer them to your ſerious Conſidera- 
tion: Nor will I conceal any thing 
which is there added for the better 
underſtanding either the Queſtions 
which are propoſed, or the Anſwers 
that are required to be returned to 
them. | | 
IV. For Example then; Let us now 
ſuppoſe, that a Perſon from his Infan- 
cy brought up in Heathen Jdolatry, 
ſhould be ſo far perſuaded of the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, as to become a Con- 
vert to it, and ſhould apply to n 


ed to the ſeveral Queſtions. 


(1) 


of the Church of Rome, tothe Intent, 


that he might be received into the 


Church by Baptiſm: The Roman Ri. 
tual, publiſhed by the Pope's Autho- 
rity, (which 1n theſe Caſes is allowed 
to be the Rule. whereby every ſuch 
Prieſt is to be directed) the Roman 
Ritual, I fay, in the firſt place, orders, 
(and that very rightly) that ſuch Con- 


vert ſhould be 1 ae inſtructed in 


the Chriſtian Faith, and the Rules , 
Holy living, and ſhould for ſome Days 
be exerciſed in Works of Fiety; that 
his Will and Purpoſe ſhould often be 
enquired into; and that he ſhould not 
be baptized without ſufficient Inſtruc- 
tion and Knowledge, and by his own 
free Will and Conſent. And that ſuch 


his Inſtruction, Knowledge, Will and 


Conſent may openly appear, ſo as to 


give Satisfaction to the Church, into 


which he is to be received, that he is 


a fincereConvert, and a true Chriſtian; 
the Prieſt is required, before he bap- 


tizes him, to put the following Que- 


ſtions to him, and the Convert to re- 


turn fuch Anſwers as are here ſubjoin- 


Prieſt. 


(41) | 
Prieſt. By what Name art thou called? 
Convert. N. | ; a 
Prieſt. N. What deſireſ: Cd Name 
thou of the Church? n 
Convert. Faith? 
Prieſt. J hat does Faith procure for 
you? [Eides quid tibi preſtat ?] 
Convert. Eternal Life. | 
Prieſt. IF thou wilt have eternal Life, 
keep the Commandments. Thou ſhalt 
Ive the Lord thy God with all thy 
Hrart, and with all thy Soul, and 
with all thy Mind, and thy Neigh- 
bour as thyſelf. On theſe two Com- 
 mandments the whole Law depends, 
. and the Prophets. Now Faith is, 
1 that thou ſhouldeſt worſhip one God 
h in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, 


d neither confounding the Fer ſons, nor 
ol azviding the Subſtance. For there is 
0 one Perſon of the Father, another 


if of the Son, and another of the Holy 
n; Ghoſt; But the Subſtance of theſe 
p- three, is one, and but one Divi- 

e- ny. | —_ 
c- Prieſt. N. Doſt thou renounce Satan? AJ 
n- & Converts { renounce him. 
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| | Prieſt. Deſt thou believe in God the 


Exception; of which I here take no 


CUI: - 
Prieſt. And all his Works ? 
Convert. I renounce them. 
Prieft. And all his Pomps? 
Convert. 1 renounce them. 


Father Almighty, the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth? 

Convert. I believe. 

Prieſt. And doft thou believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt his only Son, our Lord, who 
was born, and ſuffered? 

Convert. I believe. . 

Prieſt. And doſt thou believe in the 
Hoy Ghoſt, the holy Catholick 
Church, the eee Al Saints, 
the Remiſſh ſion of Sins, the Reſur- 
rection of the Fleſh,. "and — 
Life? 

Convert. I believe. 


V. In the Order for adminiſtring 
Baptiſm as well to Infants as to Per- 
ſons who are of Age, as it is ſet down 
in the Roman Ritual, there are divers 
Things which are liable to very juſt 
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rhat Faith and Religion is, into which 
all Members of the Roman Communion 
are baptized. But as I paſs along, I 
cannot but obſerve, that when the 
Prieſt makes the Sign of the Croſs 
upon the Forehead and Breaſt of ſuch 
a Convert as I am now ſpeaking of; 
amongſt other Things which he ſays 
to him, to exhort him to a holy Life, 
he bids him abhor Idols, and rejeci 
Images, | Horreſte Idola, reſpue ſimu- 
lacra] which, I think, is hardly to be 
reconciled with the PraQtice of the 
Church of Rome, or with the Faith, 
which ſhe profeſſes and avows: It be- 
ing expreſly made an Article of Faith 
in that Church, that Honour and Ve- 
neration is due and to be given to the 
Images of Chriſt, the Virgin Mary, 
and the other Saints; Nor does it ap- 
pear, that the Heathens themſelves 
paid greater Worſhip to their Images, 
s chan what is maintained and practiſed 
& Din thoſe Countries where the Roman 
o Religion is eſtabliſhed. Some perhaps 
vill tell you, that Simulacrum and 
mago have not exactly the ſame Sig- 
thcation: For Anſwer to win, 
n 
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need only refer you to a Latin Dictio- 
nary. Or if there ſhould be ſome ſmall 
Difference in the Signification of theſe 
two Words, (as I profeſs I can find 
none) yet this would be but a poor 
Diſtinction to rely upon in Matters 
of Faith and Religion, upon which 
the Salvation of our Souls depends. 
But I muſt return to the Point which 
I am now upon: 

VI. That the Church may be the 
better ſatisfied that the Convert is ſin- 
cere in his Profeſſion of the Chriſtin 
Faith, he is required to repeat. the 
Apoſtles Creed together with the Prieſt, 
and alſo to ſay the Lord's Prayer: 
Soon after which, the Prieſt puts the 
ſame Queſtions to him, touching his 
renouncing of Satan with all his Works 
and Pomps, and his Belief of the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, and re- 
ceives the ſame Anſwers, as was done 
before: And then further asks, 


Prieſt. N. What doſt thou deſire? 


Convert. Baptiſm. 
Prieſt. Wilt thou be baptized? 
Convert. I will, 1 5 
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And then the Prieſt baptizes him 


with Water, In the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
GH. By which he is admitted as a 
Member of the Church of Chriſt. 


you any fuller Account of this Order 
for adminiſtring Baptiſm; of which 
ou may fully farisfy yourſelves by 

having Recourſe to the Roman Ritual; 
and ſuch of you as do not underſtand 
the Latin Tongue, may have it inter- 
preted to you by any of your Clergy. 
But what I have now faithfully ex- 
tracted out of it, is ſufficient to ſhew, 
what that Faith and Religion ts, up- 
on the Profeſſion of which alone, eve- 
ry Perſon is, by the Sacrament of 


of your own Church: And when an 
Infant is brought to be baptized, his 
Sureties in his Name make the very 
ſame, and no other Profeſſion, __ 

VIII. Now here I beſeech you to 
obſerve, that in all this there is not 
the leaſt Word or Intimation of the 
Pope or his Supremacy, the Pre-emi- 
nence of the Church of Rome above 


Ind 


| 
; VII. I need not here ſtand to give | 
1 


Baptiſm, to be admitted as a Member 


all 
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5 (16) 
all other Churches, the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, the Sacrifice of the 
Mafs, the Worſhipping of the Hoſt, 
the Communion under one Kind, or Spe- 
cies alone, the Doctrine of Purgato- 
5 with Maſſes and Prayers for the 
Dead, Indulgences, Praying to Saints, 
Worſhipping of Images and Relicks, 
the Number of Seven Sacraments, and 
neither more nor feuer, Auricular i: 
Confeſſion to a Prieſt, Penance, Pil. 
grimages; or of any Point whatever, i * 
which at this Time is controverted 
between you and us. Tf then nei- 
ther the Profeſſion nor Belief of oy 
of theſe Things is required as necel- 
= to qualify any Man to be bapti- 
zed and received as a true Member 
of Chriſt's Church; Is it not moſt I 
proper for you to examine and de- £Y-: 
mand by what Authority they are pr 
impoſed upon you to be believed and Fw 
received as neceſſary to eternal Salva- Yan 
tion? Can any thing be neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, which God (the only Author 
and Giver of Salvation) does not re- 
uire from us? Or if God does thus 
_ require the Belief and a ao 
| | thele 
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118 (7 
theſe Things from us; why are they 
not expreſſed, or at leaſt ſufficiently 
implied in that Profeſſion, which eve- 
ry Chriſtian is required, either in his 
own Perſon, or (if he be an Infant) 
by his Sureties to make, when he is 
received as a Member of Chriſt's 
Church by Baptiſm ? 
| IX. The only Anſwer to this Dif-- 
fculty, that I could ever meet with. 
from any of you, is, That, tho? theſe 


they are all /affciently implied in that 
one Article of he Catholick Church, 
which makes a Part of the Apoſtles 
Creed; it being the Duty of every 
lingle Chriſtian to believe as the 
Church believes; and that therefore 
when you- profeſs, that you believe the 
-o Carholick Church, you therein 
'e profeſs the Belief of all theſe Things 
d which the Church (you ſay) believes, 
a- Jand has accordingly defined: For 
1|- Yvhich Reaſon there are very few of 

or Nou, that ever give yourſelves the 

e- Trouble of making any farther En- 

us quiry into the particular Points of 
of Four Faith. But if this be a good 
eſe | . B Anſwer, ; 


Things are not here expreſſed, = = 
at 


(19). 

Anſwer, what Neceſſity can there be 
for a-Chriſtian, at the Time of his 
Baptiſm, or indeed at any other Time, 
to make Profeſſion of any other Ar- 
ticle of Faith, beſide this of the Holy 
Catholick Church, in which (accord- 
ing to this Doctrine) all the reſt are 
ſufficiently implied and contained? Or 
if it be neceſſary, that a Chriſtian, at 
the Time of his Baptiſm, or his Sure- 
ties for him, ſhould make Profeſſion 
of /ome other Articles of Faith beſide 
this one; Why not of a/l of them? 
Or what pl th can be given, why 
the Profſſion of Faith, publiſhed by 
Pope Pius IV. in the Year 1564, and 
now univerſally received and owned 
by the Church of Rome, as the true 
Catholick Faith, out of which no Man 
can be ſaved, (as it is there expreſſed) 
Why this Profeſſion of Faith (I ſay) 
ſhould not, every Article of it, be 
made at the Time of Baptiſm ? Indeed 0 
the Matter ſeems very plainly to ſpeak i 
tor itſelf, that great Numbers of learn- 1 
ed Men of the Roman Communion, C 
know very well, that the latter Part 
of Pope Piuss Profeſſion of F. a 
| Which 
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which we reject, was no Part of the 
Faith of the ancient Chriſtian Church; 
and therefore the Governors of your. 
Church dare not make it a Part of 
the Baptiſmal Profeſſion, leſt, by ſuch. 
an Innovation, they ſhould give Occa- 
ſion for a Schiſm amongſt yourſelves, 
which, every. Man may fre. would 
ſoon be te Conſequence of the Intro- 
duction of ſuch a Practice. 

X. In the Converſation which I 

have had with divers Perſons of your 
Perſuaſion; finding them always to 
ground their Religion upon the Au- 
thority of the Church, which, they ſay, 
is an infallible Guide, that cannot err 
in Matters of Faith; IL have often 
asked them what they mean by e WM 
Church?” To which ſome have, an- | 
ſwered, that they mean the Pope aud 
the Cardinals; ſome, that they mean 
j the Clergy; ſome, a General Council; 
; and Tome, the Pope, and a General. 
oy Council in Conjunction; but not one 
Achat I have happened to meet with, 
has given me that Account of he 
Church which is ſet down in your-- 
Lon Carechiſm, commonly called the. 
B. 2 Noman 
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Roman Catechiſm, publiſhed by the 
Pope's Authority, in Purſuance of a 
Decree of the Council of Trent, for 
the Inſtruction of all Pariſh-Priefts, 
and as a Direction to them, how they 
ought to inſtruct their People: And 
indeed it has aſtoniſhed me ſometimes 
to meet with Men in other Things of 
good Senſe, who have no right Notion 
of this important and fundamental 
Doctrine, upon which they ground 
all their Hope of Salvation. I beſeech 
you therefore, in the Fear of God, 
with Patience and Attention, to read 
and conſider what I ſhall here faith- 
fully extract out of this Catec hi ſin 
concerning the Explication of this Ar- 
ticle of the Apoſtles Creed, I believe 
the holy Catholick Church. | 
XI. And here I think it proper in 
the firſt place, to take Notice of what 
is there laſt of all mentioned: And 
IT do it in order to remove a common 
Error or Prejudice which has poſſeſſed 
the Minds of many, if not moſt. of 
ou. Some of you, with whom I Þ 
ave diſcourſed, have argued after this 
Manner: © As we believe in God the 
5: 0b el. 


(621) 3 
« Father, in God the Son, and in God 
e the Holy Ghoſt; ſo we believe in 
the Holy Catholick Church: And 
this you, as well as we, profeſs to 


„be the Chriſtian Faith: And does 


« not ts plainly ſhew, that we are 


to give the ſame Credit and Belief 


© to what the Church defines or de- 
* clares, as if it had been immediate- 
« ly delivered by God himſelf? “ 
After this manner, I fay, I have known 
ſome of you to argue; and as far as I 
can find, the very ſame Notion ſeems 
to have taken x? is in the Minds of 
moſt if not all of you. But this au- 
thentick Catechiſm of your own, out 
r- Wot which your Prieſts are required to 
he Ninſtruct you, will teach you a very 

different Leſſon. I will ſet down the 
in N Words of it firſt in Latin, for theSatis- 
at ¶ faction of ſuch of you as underſtand that 
Language, and then faithfully render 
them into #»g/i/h, that you may be 
onvinced I do not deceive you. Thus 
hen your own Catechiſm ſpeaks, Unam 
gitur Eccleſiam Sauctam, & Catholi- 
am eſſe, neceſſario creiienudum eſi. Tres 
nim Trinitatis per ſonas, Patrem, & 

in Filium, 
I 
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"Filium, © Spiritum Sanctum, ita cre- 
dimus, ut in cis dem noſiram colloce- 
mus. Nunc autem, mittata dicendi for- 

ma, Sanftam, © non in Sanftam Eccle- 
iam, credere profitemur; ut, Pac etiam 


diven ſa loquendi ratione, Deghennium 
Hector a creatis rebus d;MMenatur. | 
In Engliſh thus, It is therefore nece/- 
 fary to believe, that there is one Holy 
and Catholick Church. For ws % be- 
lieve the three Perſons of the Trinity; 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Choſt, that in them we place our Faith : 
But now, the Form of ſpeaking being 
altered, We profeſs to believe the Holy 
Church, but not to believe in it; that 
by this different Way 0 Expreſſs jon, 
God, the 2 of all Things, may be 
diſting uiſhed from the Creatures. I 
think: this Paſſage, if well conſidered, 
might go a great Way to put an End 
to all Controverſies that are between 
us: The Catechiſm, out of which it is 
taken, is of uncontradicted Authority 
in the Church of Rome; and therefore 
I call upon you, in the Name of God, 
and of your own Church, to hearken 


with Attention to this important Doc- 
| trine 
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023) 
trine, which, out of it, I here di- 
ſtinctly lay before you. 

XII. We are taught by it from the 
Apoſtles Creed, (which both you and 


we receive) to believe in God the Fa- 


ther: Me are alſo taught to believe 
in God the Son: And we are taught 
to believe in God the Holy Ghoſl, In 
this Holy Trinity we are taught 70 
place our Faith. But we are expreſly 
taught not to believe in the Holy Ca- 
tholick Church; but only to believe, 
that there is one Holy and Catholick 
Church; and the Reaſon given for 
this different Sort of Belief is moſt 
ſtrong and unanſwerable: For the 
whole Body of the Church being made 
up out of Mankind, who are all Crea- 
tures; if we ſhould believe in the 


Church, as we believe im the Bleſſed. 


Trinity, we ſhould not make a ſuffi- 
cient Difference between God and his 


Creatures. This is the plain and ſound 


Doctrine of your Church's Catechiſm, 
and if your Clergy, who have the 
Care of 


and diligently inſtruct you in it; but 
ſuffer you, or any of you, to remain in 
| an 


your Souls, do not diſtinctly 


that ce Church her ſelf has ſo received 


. 
an erroneous Opinion, that you are to 
believe in the Holy Catholic Church, 
it is plain that they do not deal faith- 
fully by you.” 
XIII. When any Dottrine plainly 
appears. to be delivered in lle e Holy 
Scriptures, which both you and we 
. acknowledge to be the Word of Goa; 
this we muſt all own to be the Do- 
ctrine of God; nor can we entertain 
the leaſt Doubt of the Truth of ſuch 
Doctrine; becauſe we believe in God, 
and in God we are to place our Faith, 
as your Catechiſm exprelly teaches : 
But when the Church delivers a Do- 
tr ine, we are not to receive it as a 
Doctrine of Faith, until it appears, 


it from God: For otherwiſe we ſhould 
Place our Faith in the Church; we 
ſhould believe IN the Church; which 
the fame Catechiſm, as plamly as: 
Words can make it, tells us, we are 
by no means to do; and that if we 
ſhould do ſo, we ſhould not, as we 
ought to do, ſufficiently di/tinguih 

between God and his Crcatures. 


XIV. This 


7 r 
XIV. This Matter, I think, is as 
clear as the Light at Noon-day: And 
therefore you muſt either deny the 


plain Doctrine of your Catechiſin, or 


elſe you muſt never receive any Doc- 
trine of Faith upon the Authority of 
the Church, until you are ſome other 
Way convinced, that God has deliver- 
ed it, as a Doctrine of Faith, unto the 
Church herſelf. 

XV. Here then we are ready to put 
the whole Controverſy between you 
and us upon this fair and clear Iflue: 
Let your Church bring ſufficient 
Proof that ſhe has received all the lat- 


Faith from God himſelf: And if ſhe 
can ſo do (as it is plain ſhe never can) 
we ſhall be ready to join with her in 
the ſame Profe/con : But as long as 
this 15 not done (nor, again I fay it, 
an ever be done) I beſeech you in 
he Name of God, not to deceive your- 
elves, by embracing ſuch 1 up- 
on the bare Authority of your C 


„ ⁰ „ 


ruth of them. Or, if you are re- 
| C ſolved 


ter Part of Pope Pius's Profeſſion of 


| jorit urch, 
ithout enquiring farther into the 
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ſolved to ſhut your Eyes, and to give 
yourſelves up to the Conduct of the 
Guides Which you have made choice 
of; you ought not to be ſo unreaſon- 
able as ever to expect, that thoſe who 
Walk with their Eyes open, and make 
Uſe of the Underſtanding which God 
has given them, to diſtinguiſh between 
Truth and Error, will ever run the j 
manifeſt Hazard of their eternal Sal- 
vation, to bear you Company. , 
XVI. Having thus fairly laid be-; 
fore you the Nature of that Behief il , 
which your own Catechz/m teacheth 5 
you to have [not in, but] of the Hl ,, 
ly Catholick Church; I beleech you to: 
hearken with Attention, whilſt out off 7 
the ſame Catec hi ſin, I ſhew you what ;, 
this Holy Catholick Church is, which ,, 
you are thus required to believe of , 
acknowledge. And here (not to tak} 2 
up your Time with Things which} ;, 
are not neceſſary) you are there plain}; 
ly told, in the Words of St. Auguſtine 
That the Church is [God's] Faithfi 
People „ through the whok 
World. That of this Church there art 


4 
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two Parts, the Triumphant . and the 


Militant. The Triumphant is the Com- 
pany of the Bleſſed in Heaven. The 
Militant Church is the Company of all 
the Faithful who live upon the Earth. 
Fat wicked Men, together with thoſe 
257 are righteous, are included in the 
' Church; Whom God can and will di- 
Vinguiſh one from the other, although 
"i we cannot always do it with Certain- 


ty: That in this Article of the Creed, 


be Church ſignifies the Multitude both 
1% good and lad Men (meaning ſuch 
. as profeſs the true Faith and Religion) 
ll and not only the Governors, but alſo 
0 the People, whoſe Duty it is to obey. 
OS That the Church is Catholich, that is 
a to ſay, Univer ſal, becauſe it is not 
confined to one Kingdom, or one ſort 
Men, but takes in all; and that all 


true Faith, from Adam to the 


which all who deſire eternal Sabya- 
tion, ought to hold and embrace. This 


Ichen is the Catholick Church, which 
Ie Apoſtles Creed and your own Ca- 
| C 2 tecbiſin 
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who have, or do, or ſhall profeſs the 8 
nd of 
the World, belong to the ſame Church, © 
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fechiſm teach you to believe. It con- 
ſiſts not of the Clergy alone, either 
in Council or otherwiſe, (as many of 
you, without farther enquiring, ſeem 
to think) but is made up of the whole 
Company of true Believers, Lazty as 
well as Clergy. It is not (as your Ca- 
zechiſm expreſly teaches) confined 70 
the Limits of one Kingdom, or of one 
fort of Men: But all Men, Barbarians, 
Scythians, Servants, Freemen, Mates 
and Females are comprehended in it. 
Provided. always, that they embrace 
the true Faith and Religion (for this 
is ever to be underſtood) neither are 
any Perſons excluded out fit; except 
Infidels, who never were in it, Here- 
ticks and Schiſmaticks, who have de- 
parted from it, and thoſe who, by its 
Judgment, are excommunicate, and 
caſt out of its Communion. Ly 

XVII. Your Catechiſin indeed farther 
teaches you, that, as this holy Catholick 
Church is, by one Faith, and one Bap- 
ti ſin, made one Body under one Lord 
and Governour, Jeſus Chriſt, whon 
God has made the inviſible Head of 


his Church; ſo is there alſo 4 viſſble 
| Head 
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Head and Governour of it upon the 
Earth, That is to ſay, the Biſhop of 
Rome, who (as it is pretended) zs the 
lawful Succeſſor of St. Peter, Prince of 
the Apoſtles; and that it is the unani- 
mous Opinion of all the Fathers, that 
this viſible Head is neceſſary in order 
to the ſettling and preſerving the 
Church's Unity. But the fe Sentences 
that are produced out of /me of the 
Fathers in order to ſhew this to be 
the unanimous Opinion of. them all, 
are far ſhort of proving what they are 
brought for; as might eaſily be ſhewn, 
if it were my preſent Purpoſe to enter 
into that Controverſy. And indeed 
the Words of St. Cyprian, as they are 
there quoted, are ſufficient by them- 
ſelves (if they are allowed of) for 
ever to overthrow all the Pretenſions 
of the Pope or Biſhop of Rome's be- 
ing the vi/ible Head and Governor of 
the Catholick Church; except he can 
find ſome other Foundation for it, 
than that of his being the Succeſſor 
of Ft. Peter. For whatever honour- 
able Mention the ancient Fathers may 
lometimes make of St. Peter, as be- 
C3 ing 


(30) | 
ing a very eminent Apoſtle, -or of the 
Biſhop of Rome, as being his Succeſ- 
ſor (if really he be ſo) and Biſhop of 

the chief City of the greateſt Empire 
in the World; 5 St. Cyprian, as he 
2 


is here quoted, in expreſs Terms, 
N that our bleſſed Saviour, after 
1 Re ſurrection, gave equal Power 
to all the Apoſtles. Quamvis Apoſto- 
lis omnibus, poſt Re ſurrectionem ſuam, 
parem Poteſtatem tribuat, & dicat, ſic. 
ut mi ſit me Pater, & Ego mitto vos: 

Aecipite Spiritum Santtum, &c. It 

then Chriſt gave equal Power to all 

the Apoſtles, it is plain, that he gave 
no more Power to St. Peter than 
what he did to every other Apoſtle; 
and confequently, that St. Peter had 
no more Government over the Church 
than what each of the other Apoſtles 
was entitled to; nor is therefore to be 
look'd upon as the ſingle Head or Go- 
vernour of the whole Church. 

XVIII. The Word Catholick is ta- 
ken from the Greek, and ſignifies ex- 
actly the fame with «nzver/a}, which 
is a Word derived from the 1 
g ; Ad 
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As the Catholic Church therefore is 

nothing elſe but zhe Uni ver /al Church 

of all Ages and Places, and according- 
ly is ſo deſcribed in your own Cate- 
chi ſin, as T have ſhewn you; ſo the Ca- 
tholick Faith neither 1s, nor can be, 
any other thing but the Uni ver ſal 
Faith of the Untverſal Church : And 
if any Point of Doctrine has been re- 
Wl ceived and taught only by a Part of 
e Catholick Church, this cannot be 
ſufficient to make it become an Article 
of the Catholick or Univer ſal Faith. 
It is on all Hands acknowledged, that 
before the coming of Chriſt into the 
World, ſome Points of Faith were not 
o clearly and fully made known to 
the Church of God as they have been 
fince: - Of which. therefore there are 
only ſome obſcure and imperfect Foot- 
ſteps and Repreſentations in the old 
Law and the Prophets. But when 
Jeſus Chriſt brought the clear Light 
ta · ¶ of the Goſpel into the World, he there- 
ex by made all theſe Things ſo far mani- 
cn} feſt, as he required the Belief of us; 
in. and his Apoſtles after him, being faith- 
| C 4 ful 


ful Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
taught every thing that was neceſſary 
to be known unto the Church; r 
did they ſhun to declare unto them all 
the Counſel of God; as St. Paul ſays of 
himſelf, A. xx. 27. If therefore you 
would know what the true and com- 
plete Catholick Faith is, look back 
to the Apoſtles themſelves, and learn 
from their own Writings, what that 
Faith is which was once [by them] de- 
livered to the Saints; Jude iii. What 
are thoſe Doctrines which they them- 
ſelves taught and preached, and re- 
uired to be received and believed by 
all Chriſtians. For this, and nothing 
elſe, is to be look'd on as the Catholick 
or Univer ſal Faith of the Catholick or 
"Univerſal Church, of all Ages and 
Places. In all the Ages of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, there have been Men 
(and ſome of them Men of Piety and 
1 who have taught and main- 
tained ſeveral . Opinions; ſome of 
which are manifeſtly falſe; and tho' 
ſome of them may appear. to be pro- 
bable, or, it may be, true; a” x 
uch 
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fuch Opinion is to be received as 
an Article of the Catholick or Univer- 
ſal Faith, or the Belief of it to be 
owned as neceſſary to eternal Salva- 
tion, except it appears to have been 
ſo taught by the Apoſtles and firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel. 

XIX. By this plain Rule, I beſeech 
you all, to make Tryal of all thoſe 
Additions which Pope Pius has made 
to the ancient Catholick Faith. The 
5 Creed, I ſay, contains all that 

ait h, the Profeſſion of which is, even 
by your own Church, required, in or- 
der to Baptiſm; as I have already 
ſhewn you. The Nicene Creed (as 
it is uſually called) explains the Apo 
les Creed in ſome Points, but makes 
no Addition to it: And this was the 
only Creed in which your own Coun- 
eil of Trent made Profeſſion of their. 
Faith when they began to ſit; as ap- 
pears. from the publick Acts of that 
Council. The Atbauaſian Creed is a 
fuller Explication of ſome of the Do- 
arines contained in the two former. 
Creeds; but does not ſo much as . 

- "> «OM 
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tend to add any new. one to them; 
nor. was any other Creed or Profeſſion 
. of Faith required even by theChurch 
of Rome, for many Ages after the co- 
ming of Chriſt, except theſe three. 
But after the Council of Trent had 
taken upon itſelf to determine many 
other Points, not only as Points of 
Doctrine, which they would not al- 
low to be contradicted; but as Mat. 
ters of Faith and neceſſary to be be- 
lieved in order to eternal Salvation; 
in the Year 1564, Pope Pint IV. in 
Purſuance of the Determinations of 
this Council, publiſhes a new Profe/- 
fon of what he calls the true Catbolick 
Faith; in which he firſt recites the 
Nieene Creed, and then adds many 
other Articles to it, (which you will 
find faithfully tranſlated at the End of 
this Adareſ5) all which, taken toge- 
ther, he calls the true Catholick-Faith, 
without which no Man can be ſaved, 
and binds the Biſhops and Clergy of 
his Church, under a folemn Oath, 
. themſelves to make Profeſſion of it, 
and to teach the fame to the People 
committed to their Care. 
| VX. Here 
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. Here then I beſeech you all, 
carefully to read over theſe Additions, 
and to try them, by the plain Rule 
which Thave laid down, whether they - 
are to be look'd upon as part of the 
Catholic or Univer ſal Faith of the 
Catholick or Uni ver ſal Church, in all 
Ages and Places from the Days of the 
Apoſtles to this preſent Time. Your 
Doctors and learned Men have taken 
much Pains to pick up ſome ſcattered 
Sentences here and there out of the 
Fathers or ancient Writers of the 
Church, which they generally miſin- 
terpret to give ſome Countenance to 
theſe their DoQrines: But the Que- 
ſtion here is not what was the Opi- 
nion of theſe or any of theſe ancient 
Writers or Fathers: For it is well 
known, that they had private Opi- 
nions of their own, in ſome of which 
they were ſometimes miſtaken; nor is 
even the private Opinion of a Writer 
to be gathered from ſome Rhetorical 
or figurative Expreſſions, which, it is 
well known, the Fathers often make 
Uſe of to ſtrike the Imagination and 
| . move 
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move the Affections of the Pele. 
Our preſent BOY, is after the Uni 
ver. ſal Faith of ihe Univer ſal Church; 
or what thoſe Doctrines or Points 
were, which the Apoſtles themſelves 
every where. taught as necefſary to be 
believed in order to Salvation, and as 
ſuch were ever, and at alt times 
publickly received and owned by the 
Chriſtian Church. | 

XXI. To inſtance then in ſome of 
the moſt notorious and palpable Ad- 
ditions, which Pope Pius, in- Pur. 
ſuance of the Decrees of the Council 
of Trent; has made to the Chriſtian 
Faith, and which your Church ac- 
cordingly receives and owns; I be- 
" ſeechyou to conſult the holy.Scrip- 

tures, and to make all. the Enquiry 
you can, whether the Apoſtles taught 
theſe following Things; and whether 
they taught them as Matters of Faith, 
without the Belief off which n Man 
can be ſaved; as it is manifeſt your 
Church now teaches them. 
XXII. Did the Apoſtles in all Places 

where they preached, teach the 10 
| | ian 


rr 


wm ECD BJ > aw 


— 


— 


VJRIIVC G1 A © > =, 


— 
iy 


"= af - 


U ang — 


— 


. | (37) 3 | 
ſtian Church, under the Penalty of 
Damnation, to believe that in the 
Mals there is offered a true, proper 
and propitiatory Sacrifice for the Liv- 
ing and the e Or is there the 
leaſt Mention or Intimation of ſuch a 
Facriſice as this, in the whole New 
Teſtament 2 We are there indeed ſuffi- 
ciently informed, that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſuffered upon the Croſs, and that he 
laid down his Life, and offered him- 
elf as a Ranſom, a Propitiation, a Ca- 
zfice for our Sins: Particularly I de- 
lire you to read the latter Part of the 
inth Chapter of St. Paul's Epiſtle to 
he Hebrews, and there you will find, 
hat there is no ſuch Thing as an un- 


122 propitiatory Sacrifice (as you 
bl all your pretended Sacrifice of the 


Yaſs) For without ſhedding of Blood 
s #0 Remi ſſion, v. 22. And that there 
vas no Neceſſity, that Chriſt /bould 
Fer himſelf often — (for then muſt 
ve often have ſuffered ſince the Foun- 
lation of the World) but now once— 3 
bah he appeared to put away Sin by © 
15 be Je e of himſelf, v. 25, 26. and 

| again, 
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again; v. 28. Chriſt was once offered 
to bear the Sins of many. Here it is 
moſt plain, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
_ Chriſt's Suffering and ſbedding of bis 
Blood (which was done upon the 
Croſs) as the only Sacriſice of bim. 
| ſelf; which he once, and but once 
made for our Sins; and that there 
was no other Way of his ſo offering 
himſelf, but by his Oufering. there- 
fore every time Maſs is ſaid, Chriſt 
zs offered as a 7rue proper and propi. 
tiatory Sacrifice, and we are bound to 
believe this under Pain of Damnation; 
is it to be imagined, that St. Paul 
ſhould here take no manner of Notice 
of it? Or that neither he, nor any o- 
ther of the infpired Writers ſhould 
give us the leaſt Intimation of a Mat- 
ter of ſo great Importanee? When 
our bleſſed Saviour, at his laſt Supper 
before his Crucifixion, took Bread, 
and having bleſſed and broken it, gave 
it to his Diſciples, ſaying, take eat 
f this is my Body which is given fir 
Jou And alſo the Cup, ſaying, Drink 
- Je all of it; for this is my Blood . 
| SE | the 
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the New Teſtament which is ſhed for © 
many for the Remiſſion of Sins: When 


our bleſſed Saviour, I ſay, before he 
ſuffered upon the Croſs, did all this; 
Did he then offer himſelf as a true, 


proper and propitiatory Sacrifice for 


the Living and the Dead? It not, by 
what Authority does any Prieſt take 
on him to offer ſuch a Sacrifice as 
often as he ſays Maſs? But if our 
Saviour did at. that Time make a 
Propitiation for the Living and the 
Dead, by offering himſelf as a Sacrifice 
for them; what Reaſon can there be, 
why he ſhould, after that, again make 
a Propitiation for them, by onerige 
himſelf a Sacrifice upon the Croſs * 
Search the Holy Scriptures, (and I be- 
lieve I may add all other Books, ex- 
cept thoſe of your own Writing) and 
you will no where find ſo much as 
the Notion of a true proper propitia- 


tory Sacrifice without the Death or 
Diſſolution of the Thing ſacrificed; 
nor is our Saviour any where repre- 


ſented as ſuch a Sacrifice, in the pro- 
per Senſe of the Word, but only as he 


died 


Rr WI whe 
died for us. Does then our bleſſed Sa- 
viour die in Reality, as often as Mals 
is ſaid? And if not, How can he there 
be offered up as 4 true proper and pro- 
Ppittatory Sacrifice? Nor will it avail 
any thing upon this Occaſion, to pro- 
duce a few looſe Sentences out of 
the Fathers, wherein they ſometimes 
uſe the Word Sacrifice, in ſpeaking of 
this holy Sacrament : For in a figura- 
tive or rhetorical Senſe, Prayers, Prai- 
ſes, and every holy Action or Thing, 
may, and often have this Name given 
to it. But your Church requires Men 
under Pain of Damnation to believe 
that in the Mals there zs offered 4 
true, proper, and propitiatory Sacri. 
; fee; which they can never prove to 

ave been. taught by the Apoſtles, or 
believed by the Catholick Church of 
all Ages, or indeed of any Age what- 

ever. | ; 
XXIII. In the next Place, Did the 
Apoſtles every where teach the Chri- 
ſtian Church, under Pain of Damna- 
tion, to believe that in the moſt holy 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there q 
| | | truly 


(47) 
truly, really and ſubſtantially, the Bo- 
dy 2. Bload, Ee an with the Soul 
and Divinity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 2 
and that there is a Converſion [or 

Change] made of the whole Subſtance 
| Wof Bread into the Body, and of the 
- Wi whole Subſtance of Wine into the 
Biood? which Converſion [or Change] 
ö W:be Catholick Church (as it is pretend- 
i Wed) calls Tranſubſtantiation. When 
one Subſtance 1s converted, that is to 
fy, turned or changed into another, 
the Meaning 1s, that the latter Sub- 
ſtance is made of the former. Thus 
hen our bleſſed Saviour turned Wa- 
er into Wine, it is on all Hands al- 
lowed, that the Wins was, by his di- 
ine Power, made of the Water; or, 
yhich is the ſame Thing, the Water 
was made W ine, as the Text expreſſes 
t: 70h. ii. 9. And when the Sub- 
ance of an Egg is turned into a 
Bird, the Bird is truly ſaid to be made 
ef the Subſtance of the Egg; and ſo 
-In all other Caſes. If you ſhould pri- 
a- Fately convey an Egg (for Example) 
Y Put of its Place, and as privately put a 

D Piece 
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. Piece of Ivory of the very ſame Shape, 
Colour and Bigneſs, into the Room 


of it, no Man in his Wits would ſay, 
that the Egg was thereby turned into 
Toy. But to turn one Thing into 
another, 1s always underſtood to be 


the very ſame as to make one Thing of 


another. Is then, the Body of Chriſt 
1 really, and ſubſtantially made 
of Bread, and his Blood of Wine, in 
the holy Sacrament? And did the A- 


poſtles every where teach, that ul. 


out the Belief of this no Man can be 


ſaved? Does not St. Paul expreſly 


call what we eat in this Sacrament 
Bread? (As often as ye eat this 


Bread, &c. Whoſoever ſhall eat this 


Bread, &c. Let him eat of that Bread, 
&c. 1 Cor. xi, 26, 27, 28.) and are not 
thoſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour, 
This is my Body, this is my Blood, 


(which are. the ſole Foundation of 


this Doctrine of yours) as fairly to 
be accounted for, as whenche ſays, 1 
am the Vine, ye are the Branches, 
Joh. xv. 5. I am the Door, John x. 
7. I am the good Shepherd, ver. II. 
n without 


. 
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without the Neceſſity of ſuppoſing a 


Tranſubſtantiation in one of theſe 
Caſes rather than in the others? The 
Apoſttes Creed, ſpeaking of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour Feſus Chriſt, as he is Man, 
ſays, he was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary. The 
Athanaſian 

ticle, fays, that he is Man of the Sub- 
flance of his Mother born in the World: 
But, according to your Doctrine, eve- 
ry time that Maſs is celebrated, he 
may truly be ſaid to be conceived and 
born (tho? not brought forth) after 


quite another manner; and to be Man 


F the Subſtance of Bread, and Man 
of the Subſtance of Wine. Do not 
think, that I endeavour to make your 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation more 
ridiculous than it is in itſelf; For in- 
deed, to all but yourſelves who are 
prejudiced in its Favour, it appears 
to be as abſurd, and contrary both 
to Senſe and Reaſon, as any thing poſ- 
ſibly can be. If then the Apoſtles 
had. taught, that the Belief of this 


11. ame Doctrine is neceſſary to Salva- 


D 2 tion, 


reed, explaining this Ar- 
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tion, is it to be imagined, that they 
would not have ſpoke ſo plainly as 
to leave no room for any one to 
doubt of their Meaning? And if this 
had been the Doctrine of the primi- 
tive Church, would not the profeſſed 
Enemies of Chriſtianity have then 
made the Abſurdity of it one great 
, Objection againſt the Truth of our 
Religion? Which yet we do not find 
that in thoſe Days they ever did. Do 
not ſuffer yourſelves to be kept blind- 
fold; but open the Eyes of your Un- 
derſtanding, and enquire into the 
Truth of theſe Things wherein your 
eternal Salvation is concerned. It 
every Word and Expreſſion of Holy Wi 
Scripture mult be taken in the ſtrict 
literal Senſe, it will follow; that 
Chriſt is literally a Vine, a Voor, 4 
Shepherd, with a Multitude more of 
Abſurdities that neceflarily muſt ariſe 
from this Way of interpreting theſe 
divine Writings: But if Scripture 
Language be to be underſtood in the 
ſame Manner as all other Books are, 
and all our common Diſcourſe coy 
| | With 


(45) 

with another, upon all Occaſions is; 
When the literal Senſe of any Word 
or Expreſſion appears to be contrary 
to plain Senſe and Reaſon, we ought 
to take ſuch Word or Expreſſion: in 


common Way of ſpeaking, it will fair- 
ly bear. This is the plain and reaſon- 
able Rule, which all your own learn- 
ed Men, as well as ours, conſtantly 
take, or pretend to take, in expound- 
ing all other Paſſages of the Holy 
Scripture, and all other Books, Wri- 
tings, and Diſcourſe whatever; and 
what car) 9% Reaſon can be given 
why we ſhould not follow the ſame, 
ly Wa interpreting thoſe Words of our 
a Wbleſſed Saviour, Thrs is my Body, and 
[his is my Blood? If we ſuppoſe his 
Meaning to be, that this Bread and 
ine, which he bleſſed and diſtributed 


Repreſentation, and Pledge of his Bo- 
ly crucified, and his Blood ſhed for 
s; this Interpretation is eaſy and na- 
ural, comformable to the common 
ay of ſpeaking among the Tow, 
an 


ſuch other Senſe, as, according to the 


amongſt his Diſciples, were the Figure, 


| 
1 
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and indeed amongſt all Men, and ex- 
actly agreeable to the Command 
which he thereupon gives, that we 
ſhould d this in Remembrance of him. 
But if we take his Words in the ſame 
Senſe that your Church does, that 
what he gave to his Diſciples, was 
truly, really, and | ſubſtantially his 
Body and Blood, ſuch a Train of Ab- 
furdities will follow as can hardly be 
reckoned up; as is obvious to every 
| Man that will but conſider the Mat- 
ter. If, when we have made the belt 
Enquiry weare able, we refuſe to give 
Credit to plain Senſe and Reaſon, we 
undermine the very Foundation of all 
our Knowledge in Religion as well as 
every other Thing: But if your Doc- 
trine of Tran ſubſtantiation muſt be be- 
lieved, our plaineſt Senſes and Reaſon 
muſt firſt be laid aſide: What we lee, 
and feel, and ſmell, and taſte to be 
Bread and Wine, we muſt believe not 
to be ſo, but to be the Body and Blood 
of a Man; and tho' we have no more 
certain Way of diſtinguiſhing one 
Body from another, than their being 
* at 


* 


0 
at the ſame time in diſtant Places, yer 
we muſt believe the very ſame Body 
of Chriſt to be in as many different 
and diſtant Places, at one and the 
ſame Time, as Where the holy Sacra- 
ment is conſecrated. Theſe monſtrous 
Abſurdities, with many more that 
follow from them, have in many 
Places made Chriſtianity the very 
ſcorn of Infidels and Atheiſis; and 
muſt undoubtedly continue ſo to do 
wherever they have no other Notion 
of it but what they receive from your 
Church. | 
XXIV. Some of your Writers, and 


ſometimes converſed, have taken a ſort 
of a deſperate Way, not to vindicate, 
but rather to ſhe/ter the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation from the monſtrous 
Abſurdities with which we charge it; 
by alledging, that the Difficulties with 
which it is attended, are neither more 
nor greater than thoſe which Here- 
ticks have urged againſt the Doctrine 
of the Blefed Trinity: It therefore 
(ay they) we belicve one of theſe 
DoQtrines, 


3 


others of you, with whom I have 


nothing now of the Strength of the 


n 

Doctrines, notwithſtanding thoſe Ob- 
ject ions which humane Reaſon brings 
againſt it; why may we not in like 
manner believe the other alſo? Whe: 
ther this bold Allegation may not in- 
fluence. ſome Men to become Jvc: 
nians, let them conſider who advance 
it; bat no Man, I think, of common 
Senſe can ever be brought over to the 
Roman Profeſſion by it For to. fay 


Proots that are brought from Hoh 
Scripture for the Doctrine of the 77: 
nity, and the exceeding Weakneſs of 

-thoſe for Tranſubſtantiation; there is 
a very wide Difference to be made 
between a Doctrine that is dire) 
contrary to our Rea ſon, and one that 
is altogether above it. The whole“ 
Doctrine of Light and Colours is 40. 
together above the Reaſon of a Man 

who never had Sight; it being im- 
poſſible for him, for Want of a pro- 
per Faculty, to form any right No- 
tion of them: And yet a blind Man, 
upon the Teſtimony of thoſe with 
whom he converſes, may be⸗ 12 
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eve, that there are ſuch. Things 
But if all tlie World ſhould tell him. 
chat Snow is hot, and Fire cold, or 
that Wool is hard and a Stone ſoft, 
it would be. impoſſible for him to 
giye Credit to them, becauſe his 
denſe ef feeling - aſſures him of the 
ontrary. In like manner, we own, 
hat the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Tri- 
ity. is altoget her above our Reaſon 
and Underſlanding : neither is Rea- 
on (and much leſs our Senſes) a 
proper, Judge of it: And therefore, 
We believe it upon the ſole Autho- 
ity of God in holy cripture, ſo we 
egard not the Objections which the 
reſumptuous Reaſon of ſome Men 
retends to form againſt it. But 
he Doctrine of 77 an ſubſlantiation i iS 
lireftly contrary to my Reaſon, and 
ly Senſes allo. I take a Piece of 
dread in one Hand, and a Cup of 


o- 
o- Nine in the other; wy Senſes, by 
an, quent Experience, allure my Rea- 


ich Pa, that the one is really Bread and 
de- Bie other Wine: A Prieſt ſays the 
e rayer of Conſecration aver them; 
after 


- CF 
aftef which I ſee them; I touch them, 
Iſmell them; I taſte them; and find 
them to be exactly the ſame as they 
were before: I eat of the one, and 
-drink of the other, and receive the 
very ſame Refreſhment and Nouriſh. 
ment from them as formerly I did: 
And altho' this Bread and Wine are 
by Conſecration ſanctified and ſet a- 
part for a holy Uſe, yet my Senſe 
{till moſt fully inform my Reaſon, 
that they remain as truly Bread and 
Wine as ever they were; and if al 
Mankind ſhould tell me, that this is 
no longer Bread, nor the other Wine, 
but that they are !ruly, really, ani 
ſubſtantially the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, it would be as impoſſible for 
me to believe it, as it would be to 
believe, that theSnow which I touch 
is hot, or the Fire cold. Again, al. 
tho? the Church in a metaphorica 
or ſpiritual Senſe, is called the Boch 
of Chriſt, yet it is allowed, that he 
has no other yu, real and [itb/ſa1l 
tial Body but that Oe alone, with 
which heafcended intoHeaven; 1 
that 


| (5) 

Mat the Heaven muſt receive hug un- 

til the Times f eft:tution of all 
Bl Things, is plainly aſſerted by St. Pe- 
| 4 - 

ter, Alls iii. 21. But, according to 
the Doctrine of Tranſubſtaut iat ion 
. this ne Body, remaining whole an 


entire in Heaven, is multiplied into 
e :honſands and thouſands f diſtin? 
.d. /eparate Bodies upon the Barth; 
every one of which is zruly, really, 
and /ibflantially the very fame of 
thar in Heaven. For you exprefly 
maintain, that wherever confècra- 
ted Floft (as you term it) is, there is 

truly, really and ſubſtantially the 
Body of Chriſt, the very ſame Body 
which is now in Heaven ; and that 
0 there are thouſands and thouſands of 
heſe ſame conſecrated Hoſts in di- 
ſtin& and ſeparate Places, at one and 
the ſame Time, upon Earth, that is 
to ſay, in all thoſe ſeveral} Places 
where Maſs is celebrated, is allowed 
dy all; nor js there any ſurer Way 


ory 
> he 
2 
Fitch 
an 
that 


to know, that any two Bodies are 
liſtin@ and ſeparate Bodies, than by 
weir being at the ſame Time in di- 

1 ſtinct 
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ſtinct and ſeparate Places. Again, I 


a con ſecrated Hoſt (as you call it) is 
+roken into ten thouſand Parts, and 
witgthe-Blood of Chriſt (as you cal 
that which is conſecrated in the Cup) 
be divided into ten thouſand Drops, 
vau are required, (according to your 
Pod rine of Tranſubſtantiation) un- 
der Pain of Damnation, to believe, 
that Chriſt's whole and entire Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity, is truly, 
really, and ſubſtantially. contained iu 

every one of theſe Parts and Drops, 
being ſeparated one from the other, 
as he was in the whole, before ſuch 
Separation was made. And that you 
may not think, I impoſe upon you, 
hear what the Council of Trent ſays 
of this Matter. Having determined 
that in the holy Sacrament of tb. 
Euchariſt, after the Con ſecration 0 
the Bread and Wine, our Lord jt 
ſees, Chriſt, true God and Man, ' 
Fruly,. really and ſubſtautially con 


tamed under the Appearance of tho 1 
” re 


ſenſible Things. (Sell. xiii. Cap. i. 
they add this Curſe, (Can. iii.) 1f as 
8 e 23 


92 


Ma 
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one- ſhall deny, that in the venerable 
[Wl Sacrament of the Euchariſt, whole: 
cri is contained under each Kind, 
nd under the ſeviral Parts of each 
Kind, in Caſe a Separation be made, 
) lor him be accurſed. Their own 
Words are thefe, Si quis r 
Inn venerabili Sacramento Euchariſtia; 
% unaquaque Specie, & ſub ſingu- 
„I cujuſpue ſpeciei partibus, Separa- 
tione 'fatta; totum Chriſtum contineri, 
Anathema fit. Theſe Abſurdities are 
groſs and palpable; to ſay nothing of 
+ numerous Train more that may be 
added; nor has any thing like them 
ever been pretended to be objected 
to the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity. And therefore I entreat you, no 
longer toſuffer yourſelves to be impo- 
kd upon by fo groundleſs a Pretence 
as{ome have taken up to countenance 
their Errors, by placing thoſe two 
Doctrines upon the ſame: Level. A 
Man, who. lies ftill in a Slumber, 
gray dream of a thouſand zuconſiſtent 
of Things, without obſerving that they 
Fre ſuch; but let him awake, and 
5758 E 3 open 


(54) 
Ra his my and chen he will ſee 
juſt as _ really appear to 
hus you, as long as you are 
* into the Dream of the Infalli- 
bility of your Church, have your J. 
magination ſo prepoſſefled with. her 


Authority, 9 ou cannot, or ra- 
ther wi not Notice of the 
moſt pal on 2 and even mon. 


ſtrous A off ſome of her Doc- 
trines: Bus i if you would ſer — 
ſelves diligently and 3 
enquire into the Ground of this) ro 
rended-Infalltbiliey, you would 
find, that both It, and all the Doc- 
trines which are built upon it, are 
_ altogether deſtiruteof'a any ſo yſolid Bour 
dation. 
XXV. Let us now retina to the 
Additions which Pope Pius has 
made to the Cathohek Faith. And 
here I entreat you farther, to con- 
fider and enquire, whether the A. 
poſtles every where taught rhe Chri- 
ſtian Church, under the Forfeiture 
of eternal Salvation, to believe, that 
in the moſt 9 Sacrament of the 
* 
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s 
Euchariſt there Js truly, really, An 
ſubſtantially — the Soul and Di vini- 
ty of our Lord Je ſus Chriſt? (As i 
have already mentioned N. 23.) or 
Chriſt zohole and entire ?. As Pope 
Pius after the Council of Treut ex- 
preſſes it; Se.. 13. Can. 1. and Se. 21. 
WW Gar. 3. When our bleſſed Saviour, 
at the firſt Inſtitution of this holy 
Sacrament, ſaid, This is my Body, 
This is my Blood, it is plain, he meant 
his Boqy er ucified, given ſor us, Luke 
xxii. 19. broken for us, 1 Cor. xi. 24. 
(which laſt Place is notoriouſly 
wrong' tranſlated in your vulgar La- 
tin Bible) and his Blood not as run- 
ning in his Veins, but ſhed for us, 
Luke xxii. 20. and for this Reaſon it 
he is, that St. Pan ſays, as often as e 
as eat this Bread, and drink this Gu, 
nd ye do ſpew [or declare] the Lord's 
n · ¶ Death. #i11 be come: 1 Cor, xi. 26. 
AI For if our Saviour be /ubftanyially 
i- ¶ preſent in this holy Sacrament; and 
ey if he be as truly alive there, with his 
hat Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity re- 
the ally joined together, as ever he was 
> i E 4 | at 


LY 


in this Sacrament be looked on as a 
Jhewing (or declaring of hit Death? 
We may indeed, upon many Occa- 
ſions, in our Mord and Diftontſcs 
declare or ſpew the Death of Chriſt; 
But here the Apoſtle places this ſame 
ſhewing or de! laring of his Death in 
the very Action of celebrating this 
holy - Sacrament ; © which very well 
may be, if the Bread and Wine are 
look*d on as his Body and Blood in 
that Spiritual and Sacramental Senſe 
which we maintain; but if his Bo- 
dy, Blood, Soul and Divinity are 
and remain truc-h, realiy and ſub ſtan- 
rially joined together, without any 
Separation of the one from the other; 
how can the ſwallowing him thus 
dow alive into the Stomach be a 
ſhewmyg, "declaring, or any way a 
- Repreſentation of his Death upon the 
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XXVI. This DoArine-of yours, 


that Chriſts ubole and entire Body, 


Blood, Soul and Divinity, is really, 
truly and ſubſtautially in the holy 
Farrament of th& Euchariſt, as it is 


= oe contrary to Senſe, Rea- 
oly Scripture; and was ne- 
ver taught by the Apoſtles, or be- 


ſon, and 


lieved in the primitive Church, and 
much leſs eſtabliſned as an Articie 
of Faith, until much more than a 


thouſand: Years after the coming of 
(if indeed it ever really Were 
ounc id, 


Chriſt, 
ſo until the fourth Leteran 45 
about the Tear 1215, firſt took upon 


cilof Florence; about the Year 14459; 


that whole Chriſt is contained under 


the Appearance of, Bread, and whole 
under the Appearance of Wine, &c. 
And*the Chumcil f Trent, about the 
Lear 1551, and after them Pope Pigs, 
as I:have already ſaid, to define-ant 
declare the Matter in the Words 
which I have already ſet down) ſo 
2 is 


them authoritatively to determine, 
that the true Body and Blood of Chriſt 
are in the Sacramont, and the Coun- 


1 
is it (I mean this Doctrine is) rhe 
3 — - _ Practice of 
worſbipping the Hoff, as it is termed, 
which's — preſcribed and ſettled 
in the Church of Rowe. When the 
Prieſt has conſecrated a aer 
(which is the Bread amongſt you 
made Uſo of ig the holy Sacrament) 
it is called the He, and this Ho/? 
(altho? no manner of Change appears 
to be made in it by the Conſecration) 
you are made to believe, according 
e g PE Lid 
7 27 4 r 

himſelf, both God and Man: And 
therefore to d worſbipped with rhe 
fans Worſbip Which 25 due to the 
— God; 6s the C, 1 
exprefly determined: „XIII. 
Cap. g. and denounces a Curſe upon 
8 Can. vi. In 
urſuance. of which Determination, 
the Prieſt, in the Celebration of the 
Maſs, is required to adore the Hot, 
aſter he has conſecrated it, and to 
erte it to the People, that they may 
adore it alſo. (Car. Mie.) For * 
4 | the 
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the Deſign of thus ſhewiug it, is that 
the People may adore it, is expreſly 
ſaid in the Canon of the Council of 
Trent which I have juſt now uoted. 
Now, if your Doctrine of Tran ſub- 
ſtant iation, with the Conſequences 
of it, (upon which this Worſhip is 
entirely grounded) be not true, it is 
2 are guilty of the moſt 
groſs Idolatry. Hear, what Cofterss, 
e 
expr ys upon 10N. 

ſhall Beſt ſee down his Words, as be 
ublifſbed them, in Latin; and then | 
ithfully render them into Englib. 

Si ia Sacramento Encharifiie verum 


Chrifts nom coatenctur, indigune 
egit Chriftus curb Eccleſia ſua, quam 
per unrver ſam Orlem tet it 1500 anus, 


in tals Errore atque Idotolatrid, occa· 
ſione ſuorum verborum, reliquit, qua» 
lis in orbe terrarum nunquam vel vi- 
ſur vel auditus fuit. Tolerabilior eff 
enim error eorum, qui pro Deo co- 
lunt Statuam anream aut argent eam, 

aut alterius materiæ imaginem, | 
modo Gentiles Deos ſuvs vener 
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tur; 


JT 
tur; vel pannum rubrum, in haſtam 
elevatum, quod narratur de Lappis, 
del viva animalia, ut quondam . 
gYptii, quam eorum qui fruſtrum pa- 
ns; quod hactenus per univer ſum or- 
bem tot annis fecere Chriſtiani. Ne- 
que hic excuſat ſimplicitas maforum; 
tum quod ſapiout Imi fuerunt Docto- 
rer, Auguſtinut, Chryſoftomus, Hiere- 
aymus'; tum quod longe-potiori tatione 
_ extaſandi eſſent 'infideles idololatriæ, 
gaz ſiatias adoraverunt. In Engliſþ 
thus, 1Fixhe true Budy of Chriſt be 
duo contained in the' Sacramenti.of 
rte Euchariſt, *Chrift has ated un- 
worthily with bis Church, which, 
upon Occaſion of hit dum Words, he 
har, for full fifteenchundred Tears, 
left "throng hout: the ubolt World in 
ſuch Error and Joolatrp; - as in the 
whole Earth was never ſeen or heard 
25 For their Error is more 'tole- 
bur, who for God worſhip a gold or 
Aver Statne, or an Image made of 
any other Stu, as the Gentiles wor- 
ſhipped their Gods; or g red Cloth 
fernp np u Pike, which. ts _—_— 
gur | | .0 
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of the Laplanders, or living Crea- 
tures, as the Egyptians of c did, 
than theirs who worſhip a Piece of 
Bread, which hitherto Chriſtians for 
fo many Tears throughout the wwhele 
World have d nc. Nor is the Jim— 
plicaty of our Forefathers here an Ex- 
cuſe, as well becauſe Auguſtin, Chry- 
ſoſtom, Jerome, were moſt wiſe Doc- 
tors, as that with much better Kea- 
ſon, the Infidels, who adored Staties, 
would be excuſed of Jootatry, Co/ter. 
Enchirid. C. 8. N. 10. Conſider, I 
beſeech you, that theſe are the Words 
of a learned Jeſuit, who was a great 
Champion for the Church of Nome. 
He is indeed much miſtaken in ſug- 
geſting, that the Vonſbip of the 704 
was in Uſe in the Chriſtian Church, 
in the Days of Auguſtin, Chry/oſtom, 
or Jerome. For tho' it was more 
than four hundred. Years after the 
coming of Chriſt, before the ear/ze/? 
of theſe three died; yet it was much 
more than four hundred Years after 
the Death of the lateſt of them be- 
fore any ſuch Worſhip was hong he 


of, 


(62) 

of, and much leſs any where effa- 

liſfd; if indeed it can ever truly 
be ſaid to have been eſtabliſhed even 
in the Church of Rome, (other than 
by a /ate Cuſtom, which, by Degrees 
crept in) until it was ſo decreed by 
the Council of Trent, Sell. xiii. Cap. 5. 
and Can. vi. From which Time, it 
became, among ft you, a neceſſary Part 
of Religion, whereas, before it ſeems 
to have been only voluntary. Your 
Canon-Jaw indeed tells us, that Pope 
Honorins the Third (who lived in 
the Year 1216) ordered, that all 
Prieſts ſhould teach their People, 
_ reverently to bow when the Hoſt 
ſhould be elevated, or carried to the 
Sick: The Delign of which might 
poſſibly be no more but that, upon 
this Occaſion, they ſhould in a parti- 
cular Manner pay their Devotion to 
God. (See Derrer. Grep. Tit. xli.c.10.) 
As our Church, for the fame Reaſon, 
directs, that every one, when he re- 
ceives this holy Sacrament ſhould 
meekly kneel; but that divine Wor- 
pip Thonld be given to the Sacra. 


ment 


; 
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ment itſelf, and that the conſecrated 
Hoſt, 7 is called, ſhould be the 
Object of divine Worſhip, was never, 
at leaſt, that I can find, any more 
than an Opinion of ſome late Divines, 
grounded by Degrees upon the Doc- 
trine of Tranſubſlantiation, (which, 
I have already ſhewn you, is a late 
as well as abſurd Doctrine) until at 
laſt the Council of Trent took upon 
them to make it an Article of Faith. 
But be this as it will, you ſee, the 
learned Jeſuit Coſerus freely grants, 
that if the Doctrine of Tran ſubſtau- 
tiat ion is not true, if” the true Body 
of Chriſt be not in the Sacrament, 
as you ſuppoſe it to be, your Wor- 
ſhip is given to a Piece of Bread, 
which, he fays, is worſe Idolatry 
than that of the Gentiles, the Egyp- IM 
tians, or ſavage Laplanders. If there- 
fore you would avoid this great Sin 
of Idolatry, you ought to be very 
well affured of the Truth of the Doc- 
trine of Tran ſubſtautiation, together 
with its Conſequences,” before you 
venture your Souls in giving divine 

| Worſhip 
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Worſhip to the Ho,. Nor will At 
avail you here to ſay, as. I have 
known ſome of you to do, that your 
Worſhip: being directed to Chriſt, 
you cannot be look'd on as [dolaters, 
-altho* he. ſhould not be truꝶ́ and /acb- 
/lantially in the Sacrament; this be- 
ing that very Simplicity which Coſſe- 
ru tells you, will with much better 
Reaſon excuſe the Inde Idolaters, 
than you or your Forefathers. The 
Inſidels be lic ved God to be preſent 
in an Image, as you do Chriſt in 
the Hoff; aud they directed their 
-Worſhip to God, as you do to Chriſt: 
And if this did not excuſe them from 
the Sin of /delatry, how can it ex- 
cuſe you? But there is more {till to 
be ſaiĩd for the Iudels than for you: 
They wanted the h a criptumes to 
inſtruct tliem in the Truth; you have 
the boly dcriptunes every Day in your 
Power, but will not read or hearken 
to them: Now, altho' the Want of 
good Inſtruction may be ſome Ex- 
cuſe for an Error or ſinful Prad ice; 
yet, if a Man may have this Inſtruc- 
ne F tion 
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tion every Day, but ſtill refuſes it, 
if he takes his Religion upon Truſt, 
and will not make Uſe of his Under- 
ſtanding to enquire into the Truth 
of it, his Error is 7/1; and there- 
fore he ſtands anſwerable both for it 
and all the Conſequences of it. 

XXVII. But let us, for a while, 
ſuppoſe your Doctrine of Tran ſub- 
ſlankiation to be in the general True, 
(altho* indeed We may as well ſup- 
poſe White to be black, and black 
to be White; but however, let us at 
preſent ſuppoſe it to be generaliy 
True) yet if it may in ſome particu- 
lar Cafes fail, and you have: no ſure © 
Way to diſtinguiſn the Caſes wherc⸗ 
in it fails, from thoſe wherein it das“ 
not; it is manifeſt, that, in worſhip- 
ping the Hoſt, you ſtill remain under 
a very great Hazard of the Sin of Idv- ' 
lat. y. For if, at any Time, when” 
the Prayer of Conſecration is ſaid, 
f no Tranſubſtantiation follows; your 
4 Worſhip, - as. Coſterus well obſerves, 
ö given to a Piece of Bread. Now, 
if che Perſon who ſays Maſs, be not 
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# an ordained Prieſt ; if he has not 
na ſufficient Intention, to do what 
the Church intends ſhould be 
„ done; if the Wafer or Bread which 
* to conſecrate, be not 
455 of Wheat, or be corrupted 
or rotten, or has in its Compoſi- 
tion a greater Mixture of any 
32 

the Pri im, upon 
« the Altar, eleven Wafers, and miſ- 
taking the Number, intends only 
to conſecrate ten, without parti- 
v cularly determining which are 
* thoſe ten, that he intends to con- 
4 ſecrate; if the Wine which he pre- 
«| terids to confecrate, be not the 
« \Produce. of the Vine, but ſome 
* other Liquor made in Imitation 
of it, or if it be grown ſower, ſo 

as to be rather Vinegar than Wine, 
« ' preſſed from ſowet Grapes that are 
* not ripe, or has ſo much Water 
mixed with it as to corrupt it; in 
all and every of theſe Cafes, the 
F Conſecration is null and void, no 


„Fran 
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« Tranſubſtantiation follows, there 
« is no Sacrament, but the Bread 
and Wine remain as they were be- 
„ fore; and if the Bread or Wafer be 
« made up with Ro/e-//ater, or any 
« other diſtilled Water, it is doubt- 
ful whether the Conſecration be 
„valid, and conſequently whether 
« there be any Tranſubſ/tantiation, 
or not;” and if there be no Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, the divine Worſhip 
which you pretend to give to Chriſt, 
ſubſtantially preſent, as you ſuppoſe, 
under the Appearance' of Bread and 
Wine, is plainly given to the Bread 
and Wine themſelves, there being 
nothing elſe under their Appearance. 
I remember once, in private Conver- 
ſation, when I objected ſome of the 
abovementioned Things to-a Gentle- 


man of your Communion; altho' he 
was a Man of Learning in his own 
Profeſſion, yet he was ſo little ac- 


quainted with his Religion, and the 
Worſhip it preſcribes, as to think I 


had invented them of my own Head; 


and angrily wh me, that I abuſed 
| 2 


the 


od 
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the Church, in laying ſuch Follies to 
her Charge : Upon which I brought 
him the Roman Maſs Book, and 
fhewed him what is prefixed to it, 
Concerning the Def fs which occur 
in the Celebration of Maſs, where 
he found all thoſe Follies, as he called 
them, and a great many more, in 
Which the Doctrine of Tran ſubſtan- 
tiation has engaged the Church of 
Rome: The only Anſwer that I have 
met with, upon this Occaſion, is, 
that you depend upon the Care and 
Integrity of the Prieſt, that he will 
be fure to confecrate no Bread or 
Wafer but what is made of heat, 
nor any Wine, but what is made of 
the Vine, and made of rzpe Grapes, 
and that neither of them be vitiated 
or corrupted; he knows himſelf to 
be an ordained Prieſt,” and will not 
fail to have ſuch an Iutrution, in the 


requires, nor will he be wanting 1n 
any thing that is neceſſary to the 
Validity of the holy Sacrament : 
And is this all the- ä 
ä 4 ave 


Celebration of Maſs, as the Church 


C 
have againſt the Sin of giving di- 
vine Worſhip to Bread and Wine 
inſtead of Chriſt, which muſt be 
our Cafe, if there be a Failure in 


2 , 

any one of the above Particulars? 
e Does God either command or allow ' 
d Nrou to put ſuch Truſt and Confi- 
n dence in any frail Man whatſoever, 


nd much leſs in every Prieſt or 
pretended Prieſt, whom you happen 
ec ſo hear ſay Maſs? May not a Prieſt, 
s, Pf any Religion whatever, be ſome- 
d times an ignorant, or careleſs, or 
vicked Man, and thereby fail even 
n ſome neceſſary Part of his Duty? 
Is it not poſſible, and has it not 
ometimes ſo fallen out, that a Man, 
s, ho really is no Prieſt, may yet 
ed pretend to be one, and, by counter- 
to eit Letters of Orders and other Te- 
imonjals, impoſe upon thoſe, who, 
t may. be, do not ſuſpect him? Or 
Fay he not himſelf be impoſed up- 

dn, and, thro' Miſtake, make Uſe of 
he Flour of Rice, or ſome other 
Prain, thinking it to be the Flour 
ou f ben; or of fome other Liquor 
ve made 
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made in Imitation of Wine, which 
may be ſold to him for ine of the 
Grape? For (as I have already faid, 
and muſt beg you, as you value 
your Souls, again and again to con- 
ſider it) it, by any means whatever, 
there be a Failure in any one of the 
Particulars, which I have but now i 
mentioned out of your own MA. | 
Book; the pretended Conſecration . 
of the Sacrament, is, by your ow] Hi 
Church declared to be null and void; 
and conſequently, in ſuch a Caſe, fi 
there is no Tranſubſtantiation ;b 
Chriſt is not ſubſtantially preſent in 
where you ſuppoſe him to be; andÞ}/ 
therefore, what you give divine 
Worſhip to, is omy Bread and Wine, 
or ſome other Liquor made in Imi · Ire 
tation of it. For my part, I fincere- 
ly declare, that, if I were of your 
Baligion, do not ſee, how I could 
dare give the Worſhip which you arc 
taught to do to the holy Sacrament 
of the Euchariſt, except I myſelf hac 
been by, at the Ordination of the 
Prieſt who ſays Maſs, and were ſur 


that 
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that the Perſon who ordained him 
were truly a Biſhop, and that no- 
ching neceſſary to ſuch an Ordina- 
tion, was omitted; and alſo, except 
had ſtood by and ſeen the I heat 
„ ground, and the Wine preſſed out of 
e the Grapes, and had kept them both 
vin my own fafe Poſſeſſion until T 
- had ſeen the Wafer made, and had. 
nE with my own Hand delivered both 
nit and the Wine to the Prieſt at the 
; Altar, ſo that I myſelf might be 
e, ſure that no Change could poſſibl 
Ide made in either of them; and, 
nt moreover, except I underſtood the 
Latin Tongue, and heard the Prieſt 
rightly pronounce the Words of 
Confecration ; which yet he is di- 
Jrected (for what Reaſon Iknow not) 
Jo pronounce y/ecretly, fo as that 
our none but he himſelf needs to hear 
uidthem. For when Maſs is ſaid, if 
areſſthe Bread and Wine are not Tran- 
\entB/ub/fantiated into the Body and 
had Blood of Chriſt, it is groſs Jdolatrp 
thaſto give divine Worſhip to them; 
ſurepnd this fame Tren/ubſtantiation de- 
that 1 5 pends 


pends upon ſo many other concur. 

ring Things, that I ſhould not know 
7 it were poſſible for me to be 
ſufficiently ſure of it, except I had 
the Teſtimony of my own Eyes and 
Ears that every one of theſe 8 
were with the greateſt Exactneſs ob- 
ſerved and done. Molatry is a moſt 
abominable Sin; and wherever there 
is the /eaſt Poſſibility of it, IT ought 
not in Conſcience to venture upon 
any Worſhip, until 1 have all the Af 
ſurance that is even poſible for me 
to have, that I am free and ſaſe 
from the Danger of it; and there- 
fore, in ſuch a Caſe as this, T ought 
myſelf to have perſonal Aſſtrrance 
of every Thing that is neceſſary, 
and not to rely upon the Credit of 
the Prieſt, who may poſibly, in ſome 
of theſe Things be himſelf deceived, 
or, thro? Careleſſneſs, Ignorance, or 
Wickednels, may po//i64y deceive me. 
Nor would it avail me here to ſay, 
that my Intention is good, any more 
than it would a Heathen, to ſay, 
that his Intention is to worſhip God, ſh; 
.es * When, 
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when, for Want of ſufficient Enqui- 
ry, he gives divine Worſhip to an 
Idol; as I have already ſhewn you 
from your own Cofferus. 
XX VIII. I have thus long inſiſted 
upon the Abſurdities of Tranſ/ubſtan- 
tiat ion, and its Conſequences; be- 
cauſe they appear to me to be ſo very 
groſs, chat i you will but ſeriouſly 
and impartially conſider them, it 
cannot but bring you to a Sight of 
your Errors. I will but mention 
K hree or four more of thoſe Addr 
it ions, which Pope Pius has made to 
e- he Catholic Faith, and leave you, 
bt petween Gad and your own 9 — 
ce Feiences, to conſider of them. Did 
Vi When the Apoſtles every where teach 
he Chriſtian Church, under Pain 
Damnation, to believe, hat un- 
er ene Kind only, whole and entire 
hriſt, and a true Sacrament is talen 
d received? Is it not moſt noto- 
10us, that Jeſus Chriſt himſelf in- 
tated this bleſſed Sacrament under 
"th Kinds, and commanded his Diſ- 
iples to drink of the Cup, as well 
| G . as 


e 

as to eat of the Bread which he gave 
them? Is it not confeſſed by the moſt 
learned Men of your own Commu. 
nion, (and denied by none that J 
know of) that, in Purſuance of this 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, the Whole 
Church every where, for above 
thouſand Years, gave the Sacrament 
in both Kinds to all the People? And 
does not St. Paul in the moſt ex. 
preſs Terms, require, that every one 
ſhould ſo receive it? Let a Man exa- 
mine himſelf (ſays he) and fo let hin 
tat of the Bread, and drink of the 
Cup; 1 Cor. xi. 28. Was it ever eſta- 
bliſhed as a Law even in the Church 
of Rome, that the People ſhould re- In 
ceive under one Kind only; untilf# 
the Council of Conflance, in the Yeary*c 
1415, fo decreed? and that (as they” 
themſelves expreſs it) in direct Oppo 
| ſction to Chriſt's own Inſtitution 
Their Words are, Licet Chriſtus pol 
.Cznam iuſtituerit, & ſuits Di ſcipuli 
adminiſiraverit ſub utraque ſpecil 
| — Panis & vini hoe venerabile Sacra 
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mentum; tamen hoc non obſtante, &c 
| Conc 


e 

Cone. Conſt. Sefl. xiii. Certainly 70 
receive a true Sacrament, is to receive 
all that Chriſt has therein inſtituted, 
or appointed to be received: For if 
any thing, which Chriſt has ſo in- 
ſtituted, be willfully omitted, it can- 
not be a true Sacrament; but muſt be 
either none at all, or at beſt but a 
defect ive and imperfect one; and yet 
the Council of Trent, in the ſame 
Breath /Sef. xxi. Cap. 3.) owns that 
KM Chriſt zn/{ztuted this Sacrament and 
delivered it to the Apoſtles in both 
Kinds, and at the very ſame time de- 
clares, that the true Sacrament is re- 
cerved under one Kind; (which is 


--Mnow become a Part of that Catholick ® 


Faith, without which (according 
to * Pins) no Man can be ſa- 
ved. | 

XXIX. Did the Apoſtles every 
where teach the Chriſtian Church, 
Funder Pain of Damnation, to believe 
Mar there is a Purgatoty, and that 
Jh Souls there detained are relieved 


what manner the Cuſtom of making 
"G2 mention 


by the Suffrages of the Faithful? In _ 
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mention of Perſons, who had depart- 


ed this Life in their Swfages, or 


Prayers, began to take place among 


Chriſtians, I have no Occaſion at 


preſent to enquire: And if, in this, 
the Church of Nome had gone no 
farther than what was done tor three 
or four hundred Years after Chritt; 
altho' even that would have been 
more than is neceſſary, and perhaps 
not ſtrictly even to be juſtified ; yet, 
no Man being obliged to join in ſuch 
Suffrages or Prayers, there might 
have been no Occaſion for Breach 
of Communion on Account of ſuch 
an Error or erroneous Practice. But 
What I here deſire you diligently to 
enquire into, is, whether the Apoſtles 
ever taught, that 7here is 4 Purga- 


io), that is to ſay, « Purgatory Fire, 


by which the Souls of the Pious, being 
Vr adeterminateTime tormented, art 
expiated[or purged} that an Entrance 
Auto their eternal Countrey [which is 
Heaven] may be open 10 them; as 
our own authentic, Catechiſm, al- 
ready mentioned, in expreſs Terms 
| : deſcribes 


r Teng, or na: 
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deſcribes it. Your learned Men in- 
deed take much Pains to wreſt and 
force ſome Conſequences from a ve- 
ry few Paſſages of holy Scripture, 
whereby to give ſome Colour or 
Countenance to+ their Doctrine of 
Purgatory, rather than to make any 
ſolid Proof of it: But the only one,, 
which, at the firſt Glance, ſeems in 
the leaſt capable of being dragg'd to 
look a little that Way, is what we 
meet in the third Chapter of St. Pauls 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians : And 
becauſe your Latin Tranſlation has 
two or three Words different from 
our Eugliſh one, tho' the Senſe is 
exactly the fame; I ſhall faithfully 
tranſlate the whole Paſſage, Word 
for Word, as it ſtands in your own 


Bible. St. Paul then having Occa-- 


fion there to ſpeak of his preaching 


the Goſpel, whereby, as one of God's 


Workmen, he helped to build up the 
Church; at the ninth Verſe of this 
Chapter, and ſo on, has the follow- 


ing Words; Ze are God's Building. 
According to the Grace of God which 
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15 Kauer unto me, as a Wiſe Builder 
T have laid the Foundation, but an. 
other buildeth thereon. For other 
Foundation can no Man lay beſide 
that which is laid, which ts Chrifl 
 Feſus. Now, if any Man build up- 
on this Foundation, Gold, Sitver, 
precious Stones, Wood, Hay, Stubble: 
Every Man's Work ſhall be made 
manifeſt; for the Day of the Lord 
ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſhall be 
revealed in Fire, and the Fire ſhall 
prove every Man's Work, of what 
fort it is. If any Man's Work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he 
hall recerve a Reward. If any 
Man's Work ſhall be burnt, he ſhall 
ſuffer Loſs; but he himſelf ſhall be 
ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. This is as 
exact a Tranſlation. as I can make 
of this Paſſage out of your own 
Bible; and if you compare it with 
our Enghiſh Tranſlation, you will 
hardly End any Difference even in 
the Words, but none at all in the 
Senſe. Wherever the Apoſtles preach- 


ed the Goſpel, they always took care V 
. to 
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to eſtabliſh this Doctrine, that Jeſus 
is. the Chriſt, as the Foundation 
whereby the whole Building is to be 
ſupported. Accordingly St. Paul ſays 
here, As a wiſe Builder I have laid 
the Foundation. — Other Foundation 
can no Man lay beſide that which is 
laid, which is Feſus Chriſt. Upon 
this Foundation, they themſelves; 
and many others, always took care 
to Sui nothing but ſound and tru- 
ly profitable Doctrine; which he 
here compares to Gold, Silver, and 
precious Stoner, as being Things of 
great Value. But others, it ſeems, 
there were, who, altho' they kept 
cloſe to the ſame Foundation, yet 
pretended upon it to build many 
uſeleſs and unprofitable Doctrines, 
which he here compares to Food, 
Hay, and Ftubble. As a Caution 
therefore to ſuch unskilful Builders 
as theſe, he gives them to under- 
ſtand, that, as Gold is tryed or pro | 
ved in the Fire, ſo ſhall there be a 
Tryal- or Proof. of every Man's © 
Work, that is to ſay, of the Doctrine 

a witch 


he has taught will not abide that 


 Faved, it will be with Difficulty; as 


| „ bo 
which he has preached or taught, 
, what fort it is. If any Man's 
Work abide, which be hath built 
thereupon, that is to ſay, if the Doc n 
trine Which he has built upon this;; 
Foundation, ſhall be found to beau 
the Teſt, he ſhall receive a Reward: 
as a faithful Preacher of the Goſpel;MW/ 


but f any Man's Work ſhall be burnt, 
that is to ſay, if the Doctrine which 


fiery Tryal or Teſt, to Which it 
{hall be brought, he ſhall ſuffer Loſs: 
that is to ſay, he ſhall come ſhort o 
that Reward which God will beſtow 
upon every faithful and careful 
Preacher: And tho' his Crime may 
poſſibly not be ſo great as to provoke 
God to paſs the Sentence of eternal 
Damnation upon him; yet if he be 


a Man who narrowly eſcapes with 
his Life out of a Fire whereby his 
Goods have been conſumed : But he 
Him ſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by 
Fire. Nothing can well be plainer 
than that the Fire of which St. Paul 


here 
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here ſpeaks, is not a literal and ma- 
terial, bur a metaphorical Fire; not 
a Purgatory, but a Prebatory Fire; 
not to torment the Souls of the Pious, 
in order to expiate [or purge] them 
(as your Catechiſm deſcribes Pur ga- 
tory) but only to prove every Man's. 
Work Cor Doctrine] of what ſort it 
is; as St. Paul here expreſſes it. 


Again and again, therefore, let me 
entreat you to demand ſome better 
Proof than this that the DoQrine of 
Purgatory was taught by the Apo- 
ſtles before you ſuffer yourſelves to 


de perſuaded. that you re bound, 
nder the Pain of Damnation, to be- 
heve it. Look into your Bible, and 
here you will find it expreſly faid, 


Lord; from henceforth now faith the 
dpirit, that the may reſt from their 
Labours. Rev. xiv. 13. But your: 
Church tells us (as I have but now” 
ſhewn you) that he Souls of the 
Pons are for a Time to be tormented 
in the Fire of Purgatory; there to 
be expiated [or purged] before they. 


Bleſſed are the Dead, who die in the WM 


are 
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are admitted into Heaven: And it is 
generally ſuppoſed by 32 that they 

may there continue for very many 
- Years, or perhaps for Ages, if they 
are not ſooner delivered, either by 
Abundance of Maſles to be faid for 
them, or by a plenary Indulgence 
from the Pope. Can you imagine, 
that this is the Reſt from their La. 
Sour, which the holy Spiriz pro- 
miſes from henceforth unto thoſe 
who die in the Lord? Or would any 
of you think yourſelves at reſt whilſt 
you are tormented in the Fire? And 


if the Popg by a plenary Indulgence 
0 


can deliv atever Souls he pleaſes 
from the exquiſite Torment of the 
Fire of Purgatory; is it not exceed- 
ing great Cruelty in him to ſuffer 
any of them to remain there, only 
that the Prieſts and Fryars may get 
Money for ſaying Maſſes for them? 


= Conſider this whole Matter ſeriouſly 


and impartially; and if you are. not 
wilfully blind, you cannot but dif- 

. Cover, that the Doctrine of Purga- 
#0ry, and the Practice of your arch 
. Whic 


9 
which is grounded thereupon, are a 
moſt evident and re 
tion upon the People. | 


where teach the Chriſtian Church, 
under Pain of Damnation, to believe, 
that the Saints in Heaven are to be 
wor woes and prayed to? I hat their 
Relicks are to be worſhipped? Or, 
that their Images, as alſo the Ima- 
res of Chriſt and of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, ought to be had and retained, 


ought to be given to them? Or, that 
the Roman Church is the Mother 
and Miſtreſs of all Churches? Or, 
that St. Peter was the Prince of the 


Rome, as his Succeſſor, is the Vicar 


any Part of the holy Scriptures ? 


them, but alſo declared them to be 
Part of the Chriſtian Faith, and the 
4- Belief of them to be neceſſary to Sal- 
vation; is it to be imagined, that no 

* Manner 


XXX. Did the Apoſtles every 
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and that due Honour and W, or ſhip 


polen? Or, that the Biſhop of 


F Feſus Chriſt? Is there the leaſt 
Intimation of any of theſe Things in 
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ſmip to God alone? and can any thing 


Commandments, which you your- 


Noman Church were appointed to 
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Manner of Mention ſhould be madeWt 


of them, or any of them, in all their 
Writings? On the contrary; are we 
not every where in Scripture requi- 
red to direct all our Religious Wor. 


be more plainly forbid than the wor. 
ſhipping of Images is in many Places 
of it? And even in one of the ten 


ſelves allow to be as obligatory now 
to Chriſtians, as formerly to the 
Jews? Did not all other Chriſtian 
Churches, and even the Church of. 
Rome itſelf, originally ſpring from 
that Mother-Church which was firſt 
[ee at Jeruſalem? And if ſo, 

ow can the Roman Church be "the 
Mother of all Churches? Or if the 


— 
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be the Miſtreſs of all Churches, and 
this to. be acknowledged by all Chri- 
ſtians, under the Penalty of Damna- 
tion, is it to be believed, that the 
whole New Teſtament ſhould be al- 
together ſilent about it? Or that 
St. Paul, in a large Epiſtle written 
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ee che Romans about twenty ſix Years 
Water Chriſt's Aſcenſion, wherein he 
handles many Points of Doctrine, 
- Wiſhould not take the leaſt Notice of 
. Wthis important Privilege belonging 
9 their Church, wherein all other 
Christians, as well as they, were ſo 
deeply concerned? And it St. Peter 
were Biſhop of Rome, and Head of 
the Church at the Time when this“ 
Epiſtle was written, (as your Doc- 
tors maintain) is it to be imagined, 
that St. Paul ſhould no where in it 
ake the leaſt Notice of him, altho” 
in the laſt Chapter of it he ſalutes 
no leſs than fix and twenty Perſons 
by their proper Names ? Does not 
your own Catechiſm, in the plain 
hel Words of St. Cyprian, acknowledge, 

to(as I have already ſhewn you) that 
dur Bleſſed Saviour, after his Reſur- 
ri-Nrecbian, gave equal Power to all the _ ll 
a HApoſtles? And if the Power of all 

he e Apoſites was equal, how can St. 
al- NFeter be hook'd upon as the Prince of 
1t Lem? And therefore, ſuppoſing that 
en Bt. Peter had been Biſhop of Rome, 
to Nef which I do not find, that there 
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is proof ſufficient to ground an Ar. 
ricle of Faith upon) yet, how could 
this entitle his Tues ors 1n that See, 
more than all other Chriſtian Bi. 
ſhops, to be the Vicars of Je ſun 
Chriſt? That St. Peter, in the Capo. 
city of an Apoſtie immediately com- 
miſſioned by Jeſus Chriſt, Was en. 
_ dowed (as all the other Apoſtles were) 
with Power and Authority over the 
whole Church, will eaſily be grant. 
ed: But conſidering him barely in 
the Capacity of a Biſhop of one el 
See, his Power (1 do not ſay as 41 
Apoſtle, but) as a Brſhop muſt, o 
Courſe, like that of every other Bi- 
ſhop, be confined to that Diſtrict, in 
which he was placed, either by A. 

reement with the reſt of the Apo- 

les, or by the EleQtion or Appoint- 
ment of the Church; If therefore it 
be granted, that theBiſhops of Rome, 
as Succeſſors to St. Peter in tha 
ſingle See, have all that ordinary 
Power and Authority, which he had 
as Fiſhop of that Place; yet how 
will it follow, that they alſo have 
that extraordinary Power and Ave 
5 thority 


4lſo, without any doubt, recrive and 
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by you, as the true Catholic Faith 
Perhaps you will think it ſufficient 

- ſeſſion, that you believe all the Do: 
krrines contained in theſe Canons and 
Councile, and in the Synod of Trent 


and thereby to have become 2% (. 


(%) 


profeſs all other Things which have 
been delivered, defined, and declared 
by the ſacred Canons, Oecumenical 
Councils, and eſpecially by the hol) 
Synod of Trent. Now, that the A- 
poſtles neither did nor could in this 
Manner teach the Chriſtian Church, 
is moſt manifeſt; the Canons and 
Councils here pointed at, and parti. 
cularly the Synod of Trent, having 
not been in being, until many Year 
and Ages after their Death: And 
yet this is made a Part of that Pro- 
feſſion, which (as I have already 
ſaid) was eſtabliſhed in your Church 
by Pope Pius the Fourth, in pur: 
ſuance of the Decrees of the Council 
of Treut, and is at this Time owned 


Without which no Man can be [avi 


to juſtify you in making this Pro. 


to have been taught by the Apoſtles, 
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tholick Faith, and the Belief of them 
neceſſary to Salvation. But have you 
read over all theſe Canons and Cn - 
Jae, or even the Acts of the Synod. 

of Trent? Do you know all the ſe- 
veral and particular Doctrines de- 
kvered, declared and defined by them, 
and each of them? And are you ſure, 
hat every one of theſe Doctrines 
vas not only taught by the Apoſtles, 
ut taught as a Matter of Faith, the 
Belief whereof is neceſſary to Salva- 
ion? And if you are not ſure of 
his, how can. you with a good 
onſcience receive and own this 
chart of Pope Pius's Profeſſion of + 
ſaith? I think, I have already 
xwn you, that there is very ju 

round to conclude, that ſome of 
he Doctrines defined by the Synod 


„ent, were never taught by the 
entW\poſtles; and much more might be 
3 aded to the ſame Purpoſe, it at pre- 
Ant there were Occaſion for it. Do» 


ot therefore thus ſwallow down 
vhatever your Church propoſes to 
ou; but firſt examine and try it; 


1 let 


i,, 
leſt inſtead of wholſome Spiritual 
Food, you ſhould take that which 
is noxious or poyſonous. 

XXXII. Upon Occaſions like this, 
ſome of 'your Perſuaſion have an- 
ſwered, that all the Do&rinyes con- 
tained in theſe Canons, and in the 
Acts of theſe Councils, and particu- 
larly of the Synod or Council of Trent, 
are either taken out of holy Scr- 
ture, or delivered down from the 
Apoſtles by Tradition, that the 
Church is iafallible in all her Inter- 
pretations of Scripture, and alſo in 
delivering down her Traditions; 
that is to ſay, where Faith is con- 
cerned. (For that, in other Things, 
even the Church ney oſſibly err, 
is not denied, at leaſt by many of 
you) ſince then all theſe Doctrine, 
are (as you ſuppoſe) declared by an 
infallible Church to be of Faith, 
you think you are bound to believe 
and receive them, without any far- 
ther Examination or Tryal of them: 
And indeed I have often found that 
| this Notian of the [ſuppoſed /»fa 
| Res / 3 libilii) 
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libility of the Church has fo dazled 
and even blinded the Underſtanding 
of many of you, that you will not 
be convinced of the moſt groſs and 
palpable Abſurdities, when they are 
obtruded upon you under ſuch a 
venerable Name. This then being 
the fundamental Principle of all the 
Truth which you maintain, if you 
are in the Right, and of all your. 
Errors if you are in the Wrong; 
let me beg and entreat you, as you 
r value your eternal Happineſs, and if 
po would not run blindfold you 
now not whither : Let me beg and 
Jentreat you (I fay) to take this Point 
into your ſerious Conſideration, and 
with the moſt careful and impartial 
Attention to read and thoroughly 
weigh, what I am now going to 
lay before you upon this moſt im- 
portant Subject. 
XXXIII. Whatever Imaginations 
ar- you may have entertained, touching 
che Ixfallibility of your Church ; 55 
it is not ſo much as pretended, that 
4% each ſingle Chriſtian is» infallible 
» , IHE There 
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There is no particular Man amongſt 
you, but what-mult, own that it is 
poſſible he may be miſtaken; or what 


other Reaſon can be given why, in 
thoſe Places where the Pope has 
moſt Power, even your learned Men 
are not allowed, without a particu- 
lar: Licence, to-read the Books - of 
Flereticks, as you term them; nei- 
ther are you permitted to read the 


Holy Scriptares, no not even your 


own /ulgar Tranſlation of them (as 
it is commonly called) altho* many 
of you underſtand the Latin Tongue, 
or to enter into any free Debate with 
us touching ſuch Matters as are in 
Controverſy between us: What ( 


day) is, or can be the Reaſon of 
© theſe and ſuch like Prohibitions that 


are laid upon you, but only this, 
that your Eccleſiaſtical Governors 


are very ſenſible, that there is not 
one ſingle Man of you, but may pol- 


ſibly be deceived, and led into Er- 
ror, and even into Hereß? If then 


there be no ſingle Man of you, but 


what may bz miſtaken; is it not che 
: oh | Duty 


4 


n 
'Duty of every one of you to take: 
all the care he can that he be not de- 
ceived in any one thing upon which 
his eternal Salvation depends? And 
if you will take ſuch Things upon 
truſt, without enquiring the beſt 
you can into them; is it not at leaſt 
poſſible that your own Prieſt may 
himſelf be miſtaken, and thereby 

> (deceive you, as well as I, or any 

other of our Clergy? And how can 
you be ſure, that you are not miſta- 
ken in this very Point touching the 

0 

1 


Infallibility of your Church, (upon 

which you build your whole Reli- 
n gion) if you do not make the ſtricteſt 
Iearch you are able into the Grounds: 
){ Hand Reaſons of it? That there is ve- 
it Iry great Uncertainty amongſt your- 
„J ſelves, touching this ſame Infallibi- 
rs , is moſt notoriouſly evident, in 
ot that they who are zealous for it, 
-Jaannot in all this Time agree in ſe- 
r- Jreral moſt material Points about it; 
en Nas for Inſtance, Whether it be placed 
ut Iin the Pope ingly, or in a General 
he Council antecedently to the Pope's 
ty | | Gn 
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mongſt your moſt learned Men: 


it extends to any, and what other 


_  ceedings are duly regulated, and all 


Pretence? For if you are not »fa/- 
'-  Iibly aſſured of every Point that is 
to neceſſary to ſupport the Claim of 


_ Belief of it, and of every Thin 
Ss which is grounded upon it, mu 
of Neceſſity rely upon a fallible 


| & 
n 
Confirmation, or only in the Pope 
and Council in Conjunction? Whe- 
ther it be confined to Matters of 
Faith ſtrictly ſo called? or, Whether 


Matters? Whether it be an abſolute 
Infallibility, or only conditional; 
that is to ſay, Provided that the Pro- 


proper Care be taken for ſufficient 
Information; with divers other 
Things concerning it, which are not 
yet determined and ſettled even a- 


hs © 


And if a Man does not carefully 
and diligently enquire into the 
whole Matter, how can he be ſure, 
that even the very Claim of Infalli. 
bility, upon which you ſo much de- 
pend, is any more than a groundlels 


pup a 
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Tnfallibility in its full Strength, your 


Founda- 


| 5) 

Foundation; juſt as if a Man ſhould 
build his Houſe upon a Rock, and this 
Koc ſhould only be ſupported by a 
Bank of Sand; the Sand, and not the 
Nock would properly be the Founda- 
cl tion of the Hhuſs . For if the Sand 
Hould give way, both the Rock and 
> the Houſe, built upon it, muſt neceſſa- 
IF rily fall down together. There is no 
at doubt to be made, but that in all 
er Matters of Conſequence, and eſpe- 
ot cially where our eternal Salvation is 
a-Yat Stake, every Man ought to ſeek 
1: for the e Afurance of which he 
ly is capable. Rational Afirance, that 


he may be ſufficient to convince and ſa- © 


e, aſs the Mind of a ſober Man, is 
li- what God has made us capable of. 
le· NAnd upon ſuch 4furance as this, we 

never * to act in Matters of the 


is riet mnfallible is what no ſingle 
of {Man is capable of, becauſe no ſingle 
ur Man is infallible: And if you have 
ng and indeed are capable of having) 
of no more than a rational Aſſurance. 
ble Jof your Church's Infallibility; it is 
la- Fg impoſ- 


greateſt Moment. But Aſſurance © 


S 
impoſſible for you to have more 
than a rational Aſſurance of that 
Religion which is thereupon ground- 
ed.. Nor can any of you have even 
a rational Afſurance of this ſame Iu- 
fallibility, until the ſeveral Points, 
which I have but now mentioned, 
and all others which are ſtill, even 
amongſt yourſelves, in Controverſy 
about it, are rationally and fully 
cleared up to your full Satisfac- 


tion. | 
-XXXIV.. I think, I have ſaid e- 
nough, to convince you, (if you 
wall hearken to it) that you cannot, 
with Safety to your Souls, rely upon 
the. pretended Infallibility of your 
Church, until you have made the 
moſt ſtrict Enquiry. you are able, 
| into the Grounds and Reaſons of it, 
and are fully convinced both of it, 
and in What Perſon or Perſons it re- 
Aides. And whenever any of you 
ſet yourſelves to do this, I beg you 
would take this one thing, among 
many others, into your moſt ſerious 
Conſideration: That if any Argu- 
8 ment 
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ment which we bring to prove that 
be Church of Rome has erred, and 
{itt does err in any Matter of Faith, 
de moſt evidently ſtronger than all 
he Arguments which are brought _ 
o prove her to be infallible; Her 
Pretence of Infuallibility muſt there- 
by of Neceſſity be for ever over- 
hrown. For if ſhe has erred, and 
ill continues to err, ſhe cannot be 
nfallible; and the ſtronger Argu- 
ents muſt always take place before 
he weaker. Confider then, I be- 
eech you; the ſeveral Arguments 
nat are brought by Proteſters to 
tove that the Church of Rome has 
0 erred, and continues to err in her 
vyeral Doctrines concerning Tran- 
woſtantiation, the Sacrifice of the 
Baſs, the Worſhip of the Hoſt, . the. 
it, Communion under one Kind only, 
c-Wargatory, and the Worſhipping of 
Duin and Images, (to ſay nothing 
out preſent of the reſt of her Errors) 
ead ſome of the Books that have 
een written by our Divines moon : 
heſe ſeveral sher nay, do af | 

we 


( mean Tranſubſtantiation) as con- 


this preſumptuous Pretence. For | 


Grounds of it are known, the more 
it fixes and confirms itſelf in the 
Minds of Men; and therefore our 
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well weigh the few Things that 1 


have in this ſhort Addreſs ſuggeſted 
to you about them, and obſerve how 
contrary all theſe Doctrines are to 
the Holy Scriptures, and one of them 


trary as it is poſſible for any Doc- 
trine to be both to Senſe and Rea. 
ſon: And then compare our ſtrong 
and clear Arguments whereby we 
prove our Charge of Error, in theſe 
ſeveral Matters, againſt the Church 
of Rome; compare them (I fay) with 
thoſe poor, weak and perplexed ones, 
whereby your Divines endeavour to 
eſtabliſh her Iafallibility; and if you 
will be true to your own Souls, you 
cannot but reject and even ſpurn at 


am not willing to call it by as hard 
a Name as it deſerves. © 

XXXV. Every Truth (eſpecially 
in Religion) the more it is enquired 
into, and the better both it and the 


bleſſed 


e. E 2 
II bleſſed Saviour tells us, that He that 
d Truth cometh to the Light, that 
v i his Deeds may be made manifeſt; Joh. 
o ii. 21. Byt the moſt likely Way for 
n | Error to find Reception, is, that it 
1- be kept in a great Degree of Dark- 
c- neſs and Obſcurity; for which Rea- 
4. ſon he tells us, in the foregoi 

ol Verſe, that every one that doth evil, 
e ¶ bateth the Light, neither cometh to 
ſe the Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be 
-h Yreproved. Conſider then, I beſeech 
th you, what care is taken by the Go- 
5, vernors of your Church, to keep 
to you all in a very great Degree of 
5uY Ignorance, and to hinder you from 
Ou ſeeking after more and more Know- 
at Yledge, ' even in Matters of Faith, 
- IEwhich' yet they fay are neceſſary to 
rde believed, in order to Salvation; 
and then judge, whether the Reaſon 
hereof. can be any other than this 
that they are apprehenſive, if you 
ould make a farther Search into 
heſe Matters, and enquire into the 
heſbrounds and Reaſons of them, you 
ur night probably Lp 'A ,. 
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of thoſe Errors in which they hold 
vou. If any of you apply to a ju- 
dicious Proteſtant for Inſtruction in 
Religion, he will give you ſuch Proof 
as is ſufficient fully to convince and 
ſatisfy every ſober Man, (and more 
than this, no Man, as I have already 
ſhewn. you, is capable of) he (I ſay) 
will give you moſt rational Aſſuranct 
that there is a God, who made the 
whole World by his Wiſdom. and 
Power, and governs, it by his Pro- 
vidence; that the Chriſtian Religion 
is a Revelation of God's Will to Ma 
kind, made by Perſons whom he was 
pleaſed in an extraordinary Manne 
to inſpire and endow with Know 
ledge, whereby. they were enable: 
to make it known to the World 
that the Holy Scriptures of the Ne! 
Teſtament were written by ſome 0 
theſe Perſons who were ſo inſpired 
and therefore are to be received a 
the Word of God; that the Hol) 
Scriptures. of the Old Teſtament ar 
alſo his Word; that in theſe Ho!) 
Scriptures (eſpecially if we compal 
os: | 4 | 8 . LET "BI then 
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e Re! 
idem one with the other) all thoſe 
Things which God requires from 
Man, in order to his eternal Salva- 
tion, are ſo plainly delivered, that 
every ſober Man, with moderate 
Care and Diligence, may come to a 
ſufficient and ſatisfactory Knowledge 
of them; that they who have ſuffi- 
cient Capacity and Opportunity for 
Jie, ou ht to endeavour as through- 
ly as they can, to underſtand every 
Part of the Holy Scriptures; but 
that, where Men have not ſuch Ca- 
KEpacity or Opportunity, God requires 

no more from them, but that the 
ſhould learn and practiſe ſuc 
* as are neceſſary to their e- 
ternal Salvation; and, laſtly, that the 
Tranflations of the Holy Scriptures 


we make Uſe, have no Miſtake or . 
Error in them, that is deſtructive of, 
or dangerous to the Salvation of any 
Man: Of all.this (I fay) a judicious 
0 Proteſtant will give ſuch rational 
101 Aus ance, as is abundantly ſufficient 
12 d convince and ſatisfy every ſober 
* ; 15 Man: 
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into the ſeveral Languages, of which 5 | 
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| Man: And fince no ſingle Ban is 


infallible; what more can any of 
you or us expect or deſire? Or what 
indeed are we capable of, beyond 
ſuch a National Aſſurance ? And, 
when all this is done, he will take 
' the Holy Scriptures, in ſuch a Lan- 
Fuat as you underſtand, and there 
he will ſhew you, in as plain Words 
as can be BER Ule of, all that God 
requires to be believed and done by 
you in order 1. 520 being eternally 
appy in the Life to come. This is 
the plain and rational Way that 2 
judicious Proteſtant would take to 
inſtruct you in Religion, if you 
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would think fit to hearken to it; 


and in this Method it is manifeſt, 


that a Chriſtian of a moderate Ca- 


pacity may not only ſatisfy his own 


Conſcience, but alſo give ſufficient Sa-W 


tisfaQion to every Gainſayer, who im- 
rtially attends to it, touching the 


F Truth of his Religion, and the 
Ground of it. Now let us ſuppoſe, 


= that any of you ſhould apply to 2 
= | Prieſt or Biſhop of your Own Com- 
es Et a munion 


Id 


01 


e 
munion for the like Inſtruction: 
According to the Method moſt com- 
t monly uſed in your Church, he will 
1Mgive you a Liſt of Doctrines, Du- 
dies, and Sins, and tell you, that if 
«you firmly believe theſe Doctrines, 
\ diligently practiſe theſe Duties, and 
«carefully avoid theſe Sins, you will 
1; Ncertainly be ſaved: If you ask, con- 
dJcerning: the Dofrines (which are 
the Foundation of all the reſt) how 
you are to be. convinced of the 
Truth 'of them; for. that without. 
uch Conviction it is impoſſible for 
you to believe them; he will tell 
ou, that this is the Faith of rhe 
burch, to which therefore you are 
bound to give your full Aſſent: 
And if you ask, upon what Ground 
does the Church receive and believe 
heſe Doctrines, and make every one 
them a Part of the Chriſtian 
aith, and the Belief of them neceſ- 
he ary to Salvation; he will tell you, 
that this is an Enquiry which you 
ought not to take upon you to make; 
n- For that it is your Duty to live in 
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an entire Submiſſion to the Deciſions 
of the Church, and not to inform 

yourſelves of any other Thing, ſave 
only to know what ſhe 7 — von; 
it being impoſſible for you to. be de. 
ceived whilſt you hearten to ber. 
J ſpeak the Words Which the Bi. 
op of Viviers puts into the Mouth 
of his ae Converts: in France, in 
24 Book of Inſtruttions by his: Order, 
and, ꝛc ith Approbation and Priuilege, 
publiſhed for them: Part. 1. Inft.s. 
The Words in the French, which 
I have exactly tranſlated, are — De 
vivre dans une entiere ſoumiſſion 
aux deciſions de PEgliſe,” & de nt 
m informer point d'autre choſe qui 
de fa voir ce quelle nous enſeigne, 
ne pouvant me tromper en ecoutant. 
But if you ſhould farther inſiſt, and 
ſay, that We ought a/wways to be res. 
a to ſatiii every ane, who asketh 
1 a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 
; as St. Peter requires, 1 Pet. iii. 
15. And that this Anſwer would 
never give the leaſt Satisfaction to 
any one ho is not en per 
ty 0 - . uade 
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ſuaded of the Authority of the 
Church: And if upon this you 
[4 


ſhould farther demand, Fir ff, How Mt 

it can be proved, that God has com- 

manded you thus to give yourſelves 
up to be guided by any Society of 
Men who are called he Church? 
nl Secondly, How you are to be fufli- 
all ciently informed, who thoſe Men 
„are that make up this Church, 18 
„which you are thus to be guided? 
6. And Thirdly, Who it is, that has 
unqueſtionable Authority to propoſe 
the Doctrine of the Church to you, 
aud alſo to expound. or explain it, 
in Caſe that, in any Inſtance, ou 
mould not rightly, underſtand it? 
To the two former of theſe Que- bil. 
ſtions, he will perhaps make ſome Mi 
Offer at an Anſwer, which yet you ü 
will find to have no Solidity or rea! 
Satisfaction in it: But to the laſt - 
(without a fafficient Anfwer to 
which, his Anſwers to the two others, 
even if they were in themſelves | 
good, would manifeſtly be of no. 
uſe to you) to the laſt of theſe _ _— 
l : -  I1ONS; 


& tions (I fay) he can have no ſort of 


even of ' your learned Men; which 
and Sincerity of your Paſtor, whoſe 


Buſineſs it is to - underſtand - theſe 


and Sincerity of a Proteſtant Biſhop 
or Clergyman, who may have as 


min the Way of Salvation; I know no 
| fore, the Method tnat ſome of your 


tions as theſe, is to adviſe you to 
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Anſwer, that I know of, to give you, 
but that which in private Converſa- 
tion has been given to me by ſome 


is, that, for Information herein, you 
muſt depend upon the Knowledge 


Matters, and therein to inſtruct thoſe 
who are committed to his Care: 
And if you ask, why you may not 
as well depend upon the Knowledge 


much Learning and Honeſty as a- 
ny of your own, and who makes it 
his Buſineſs to underſtand the Holy 
Sereptures, and out of them to in- 
ſtruct all that will hearken to him, 


Colour or even Shadow of a Reply 
that can be given you. And there- 


moſt learned Men have taken, to 
avoid being preſſed by ſuch . Que- 


enter 


ö (107) | 
enter into no Debates about Matters 
of Faith, but wholly to content your- 
ſelves with what is commonly called 
Fides Carbonaria, or the poor Col. 
lier's Faith; I believe ubat the 
Church believes: The Church be. 
lieves what ] believe, (and fo again 
and again) which is all the Anſwer 
they adviſe you to give whenever 
you are puzled with any Queſtions: 
concerning your Faith. Now how 
this can be look*d upon as Faith, or 
how ſuch'a Profeſſion can, with a 
good Conſcience, be made, even by 
an ignorant Man, if he has the leaſt | 
Degree of Underſtanding, is more 
than I am able to apprehend; - and 
yet even Bellarmine himſelf (the 
moſt skilful of. your Controverſial 
Writers) expreſſes great Approbation 


tainly for an «nlearned) Man. The 


Hiſtory, as he ſets it down from an- 


other of your learned Writers, Pe- 
er Barocins, Biſhop of Padua, is, 
in ſhort, this, There were two 

* | «© learned 


of it, as being the ſafeſt even for a 
learned (and much more then cer- 


Death feizin 


* . 
ee e 
learned Men, excellent Diſputants, 
of good Morals, and very reli- 
gious. One of theſe, when he 


„ was near his Death, was queſtion- 


ed by the Devil concerning his 
Faith; and believing he had Skil 
*% enough to defend it, he entered 
into a Diſputation with the Temp- 
ter, about ſome of the Particulars 

| 2 ol it. 5 _ the «hp 3 eun- 
ning tor him, and, in the Progreſs 
of the Debate, drew him into Er- 
rxor, touching ſome Particulars of 
* the Athanaſian Creed. Upon which, 


| - Sag he was con- 
demned to the Flames of Hell: 
« And ſoon after, appearing in this 
4 fad Condition to the other Ma 
«* who had been his Friend an 
Companion, he gave him an Ac- 
count of the whole Matter. Upon 
this, the other learned Man, con- 
< ſulting with ſuch of his Friends 


as he thought beſt able to adviſe 


* him, was reſolved to take a ſafer 
Way. And therefore, when the 

Devil in the like Manner, . 
eie 1 5 Mre 


— 
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red into his Faith, and asked him, 
« what he believed? His Anſwer 
% was, that he believed what his 
« Mother the Church believed. The 
% Devil then asked him, what his 
« Mother the Church believed? To 
“ which his Anſwer was, ſhe be- 
« Hlieves what I believe. And, as if 
© the ſame Queſtions had again and 
„again been put to him, he con- 
„ tiaued in the hearing of the ſtan- 
e ders by, to ſay, I believe what 
« the Church believes, and the 
* Church believes what I believe; 
“ and never left of to repeat the 
« fame Words until he died. And 
* after.a few Days he appeared to 
* thoſe who had given him this 
« Advice, and gave them Thanks, 
“ that, by their Counſel, he had a- 
« ſcended into the Kingdom of Hea- 
& ven.” As ridiculous as this Story 
appears to be, it is related by Bel. 

larmzne in the moſt ſerious Manner, 
in his Treatiſe, Of the Art of Dying 
well, Book ii. Chap 9. and ſufficiently 
ſhews,. that he, as well as others of 
Yr oft * | your 


N o 
your learned Men, had a very high 
Opinion of the F7des Carbonaria, or 
the Collier Faith; altho' he does 
not call it by that common Name. 
Add to this, that all of you are ei- 
ther wholly debarred from reading 
the Holy Scriptures, or if any of you 
are allowed to read them, you are 
ſtrictly forbidden to form any Judg- 
ment or Opinion of your own upon 


them, or to make any Interpretation 


of them in Matters of Faith, but 
what your Church makes for you; 
that what this Interpretation is, there 
are very few of you that have any 


-. Other Way to know, but as you 


muſt take the Word of your Pre/! 
for it; that all your publick Wor- 


|. ſhip, from whence you might hope 
to receive ſome Inſtruction, is per- 


formed in an unknown Tongue; 
and that ſcarce any of you are al. 
lowed to read any other Books of 


© Religion, except thoſe which are 


recommended to you by your own 
| Clergy. Conſider all this (I ſay) in 
the moſt ſerious Manner, and then 
6 judge 


N (Cx) | : 
judge, whether you have not the 
reateſt Reaſon that can be to ſu- 
pect that you are held in Error, ſince 
ſo much care is taken to keep you in 
groſs Ignorance. : | 
XXXVI. It is not my Deſign at 
preſent, to confute the Errors into 
which your Church has led you; 
WW which has already been often, With 
great Strength of Judgment, done 
by many. of our Prore/tant Writers. 
My only Aim in this Addreſs (as I 
told you in the Beginning of it) is 
to put you upon a ſerious and dili- 
gent -Enquiry into the Truth and 
Lawfulneſs of the ſeveral Things 
which you profeſs and practiſe; that 
you may not ſuffer yourſelves to be 
kept in Tgnorance of the Grounds 
End Reaſons of any Thing upon 
hich you are made to believe that 
your eternal Salvation depends. F 
ight indeed add many more Con- 
Iiderations, . upon this. Subject, to 
vn Wioſe which I have here uſed. But 
in Wt what I have ſaid will not awaken 
en Nou out of that religious Lethargy 
IC * : MN in 


* 
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to me to be; I fear that all T am able 
fett upon you. However, my Pray- 
nor my Endeavours to bring you in- 

to the right Way, if any of you, 


from the 
accept of them. G 


Catholic Faith, in the Profeſſion of 


old. 8 * 
The former Part of this Profe ſſion 


aand accordingly have it inſerted in 
our publick Liturgy, in the Ora? 


we 


( nn ) 


in which-the Generality of you ſeem 
farther to ſay will have bur little Ef. 


ers ſhall never be wanting for you, 


igheſt to the loweſt, Will 


According to my Promiſe, I here 
ſubjoin the Additions or new Articles 
which Pope Pia IV. in Purſuance of 
the Determinations of the Council of 
Trent has linked with the ancient 


Faith by him firſt publiſhed. in the 
Year 1564, wherein you will find, 
that he makes the new Faith - alike 
neceſſary to Salvation with the 


of Faith is a Recital of the Creed 
commonly. called the Nicene Creed. 
which we, receive. alike with you; 


for the Adminiſtration off: the Lord 
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Supper. To this Creed Pope Piu: 
adds, and connects with it, the fol - 
owing Articles, as I have here ex- 
actly tranſlated them from the Ori- 


« T moſt firmly admit and embrace 
the Apoſtolical and Eccleſiaſtical 
Traditions, and all the other Ob- 

ſervances and Conſtitutions, of the 
.W fame Church. 1 ny 


1 do likewiſe admit the Hol 

Scriptures accotding to that. Senſe 
which Holy Mother Church doth, 
to whom it belongs to judge of 
the true Senſe and; Interpretation. 
of the Holy Scriptures: Nor will 
Lever receive and interpret them 
otherwiſe than according to the 
unanimous Conſent of the Fa- 

thers. * | | | N 


do alſo profeſs, that there are 
truly and properly ſeven Sacraments. 
of the new Law, inſtituted by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and neceſſary to 
235 5% 6s e 


N 


« ah... th 
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* the Salvation of Mankind, tho' not 
© all of them to every one; That is 
* to ſay, Baptiſm, Confirmation, the 
* Euchariſt, Penance, Extreme Unc- 
tion, Orders, and Matrimony ; 
« and that they. do. confer ' Grace: 
and that of theſe, Baptiſm, Con. 
« firmation, and Orders may not be 
repeated without Sacrilege.. I do 
.. © allo receive and admit the recei 
“ ved and approved Rites of the 
4 Catholick Church in the ſolemn 
«© Adminiſtration. of the aboveſaid 


< Sacraments. 


„I do embrace and. receive al 
and every thing that hath. been 
“defined and declared by the He 
„ly Synod of Trent, concerning Or! 
« ginal Sin and Juſtifcation.. 


« J do, in like Manner, profeſ 
that in the Mals there is offeret 
a true, proper, and propitiator 
« Sacrifice for the Living and th 
« Dead; and that in the moſt hol 
& Sacrament of the Euchariſt, then 


. 


* - N * 


. 


1 
« is truly, really, and ſubſtantially, 
„the Body and Blood, together 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and that 


'M** whole Subſtance of the Bread in- 
„to the Body, and of the whole 


& Blood, which Converſion the Ca- 
„ tholick Church calls Trauſubſt an- 
„ 


* Kind only, whole and-+ entire 


* ceived. 


* Suftrages of the Faithful. 


Christ, are to be worſhipped and 


Ill 


A Tg 
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« with the Soul and Divinity of 


«there is a Converſion made of the 


“ Subſtance of the Wine into -the 


“ J confeſs. alſo, that under one 


* Cliriſt'and a true Sacrament is re- 


« do firmly hold, that there is 
* a Purgatory, and that the Souls- 
there detained are relieved by the 


* And, in like manner, that the 
* Sainks, reigning together with 


- prayed to; and that they db offer 
Frayers unto God for us; and that 
== => i 


E 
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1 do moſt ami aſſert, that 
the Images of 6 851 and of the 
4 ever Virgin Mother of God, and 
of the other Saints, ought to be 
% had and retained 'and that due 
* Honour and Worſhip ap ik to be 
given to them. 


« Alſo I do affirm, that thePower 
>, of Indulgences was left by Chriſt 
« in the Church; and that the Uſe 

of them is of moſt great Safety 
& to Chriſtian People. 


acknowledge the Holy Ca- 


s tholick and Apoſtolick Roman 
Church, to be the Mother and 
70 Miſtreſs of. all Churches; and 1 
do promiſe and ſwear true Obe- 
„ dience to the Roman Pope, the 


« Succeſſor. of St. Peter, Prince of 


« the, Apoſtles, an Vicar 0 eſus 
1 „Ct „ 1 


« 1 
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« I do: alſo, without an 55 1 
receive and profeſs af other 

« Things which: have been deli- 
© vered; defined and declared by 
the Holy Canons and Oecumeni- 
“ cal Councils, and chiefly by the 
“ ſacred holy Synod of Bier; and 
“ all contrary Things and Hereſies - 
* whatſoever, condemned, reject- 
* ed, and curſed by the Church, 1 
4 do likewiſe condemn, reject and 
n * 


Note, « This true Catholick 
0 Faith, without which no Man can 
* be ſaved, which at this Time I 
 treely profeſs and truly hold, I 


wa > wx -$ 


Will take care, as much as ſhall - 
dM lie in me (with God's Help) 
[FF conſtantly to keep whole and in- 
e- VLiolate, and to confeſs the ſame 
ne. unto the laſt Breath of my Life, 
of and that it be held, taught and 


preached by thoſe under my 

Power, or of whom the Cate 

| ſhall belong to me in m Pro- 
fon. 


( 18 | 
feſſion. This I the. ſaid. N. do 
“ promiſe; vow, and ſwear; ſo help 
me God, and theſe God's holy 
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| Books Printed fer RicuarRD WILLIAMSON, 
near Greys. Inn: Gate in Holborn. 


I, Gentleman's Religion, in three Parts; the 
| firſt contains the Principles of Natural Re- 
ugion; the ſecond and third the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, both as to Faith and Practice; with 
an Appendix, wherein it is proved, That nothing 
contrafy to our Reaſon can poſlibly be the Object 
of our Belief: But that is no juſt Exception againſt 
ſome of the Docttines of Chriſtianity, that they 
ate above our Reaſon, The fourth Edition, 

II. An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Pretences 
that Men ordinarily make for their not coming to 
the holy Communion: To which is added a brief 
Account of the End and Deſign of the Holy Com- 
munion, the Obligation. to receive it, the Way to. 
prepare for it, and the Behaviour of ourſelves 
2 at and after it. Price 3 4. or 20 5. per Hun- 

re 

III. Plain Jnfirecion for the Young and lgno- 
rant, comprized-in a ſhort and eaſy Expoſition of 
the Church- Catechiſm, adapted: to the Underſtand- 
ing and Memory of the meaneſt Capacity. Price. 
34. or 20 5. per Hundred, 

IV. An Eſſay towards making the Knowledge 
of Religion eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity, being, 
a ſhort and plain Account of the Doctrines and 
— of Chriſtianity. Price 2 d. or 12.5, per Hun- 

e 

V. Some ſhort and eaſy Directions for. ſpending | 
dne Day well, by which (it every Day careful! 
dbſerved) a Man may be much enabled, throug 

od's Grace, to ſpend his whole Life well. Price 

4. or 6 5. per Hundred, FR, 


: VI. The 


- 


VL The Divine CES an Church . 
ment and Epiſcopacy, ſtated and aſſerted upon 
Principles common to all Chriſtians; preach'd at 
the Conſecration of the Lord Biſhop of Cork and 
Roſſe, April 2, 1110. Price 4 4. 

II. A Sermon preach'd before the Houſe of 
Commons at St. Andrew's Church, Dublin, Octobe- 
23, 171t. Price 34. 

VIII. The true Churchman ſet in a juſt and clear 
Light; or an Efſay towards a right Character of 

1 Son of the Eſtabliſh'd Church. Price 
4 

IX. Religion try'd by the Teſt of ſober and im- 
partial Reaſon. Price 6 4. 

X. Eternal Salvation the only End and Deſign 
of Religion. In a Sermon preach'd at the Pariſh 
* Church of St. Warburgh, Dublin, on Sunday Octo. 
ber 3, 1714. Price 3 4. 

XI. A plain and eaſy Method, whereby a Mar 
of moderate Capacity may arrive at full Sezisfac- 
tion in all Things that concern his.Everlaſting Sa! 
vation. To which is added, a Paraphraſe on St. 
Athanaſius's Creed, Price 6 d. 

XII. The Rule of Self- Examination, or, the 


only Way of baniſhing Doubts and Scruples, and 


directing the Conſcience in the Satisfactory Practice 
of all Chriſtian Duties. Price 4 d. | 

XIII. St. Paul's Deſcription of his . 
opened and explained. Price 4 4. 

XIV. A Charitable Addreſs to all who are of 
the Communion of as. Seh of Rome, Price 


ty 


Theſe Fenrreen written * the Moſt Roberind Dr. 
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